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Take the NLS Survey 
 
The Library of Congress National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) is conducting a survey to understand how to better serve the needs of readers of talking books and Braille. Take the survey now to let your opinions be heard and help us better serve you! 
	To take the survey online or to learn more about it, go to www.LibraryOfCongressSurvey.org. Or, you can call 1-866-545-1618 to schedule a time to take the survey over the phone. 
	You do not have to be a current NLS reader to take the survey. The 25-minute survey is designed to learn more about your experiences with talking books and Braille, what types of talking books and Braille materials and services you are looking for, and what NLS can do to get you interested in the free Library of     Congress talking books and Braille program. 
	If you aren’t currently using NLS, let us know what services you want and how we can add you to our list of NLS readers. 
	If you are a current NLS reader, let us know what we are doing well, where we can improve, and what new services you would like NLS to offer. Your answers to the survey questions will be kept confidential. Take the survey now to help the Library of Congress NLS better serve all readers who use talking books and Braille! 
 
Celebrate West Virginia’s Sesquicentennial by Reading 150 Books with WV Reads 150
 
We are very proud to announce the launch of West Virginia Reads 150, a reading challenge that celebrates West Virginia’s 150th birthday in 2013. This program is being sponsored jointly by the West Virginia Center for the Book at the West Virginia Library Commission and the Kanawha County Public Library. Additional support comes from the West Virginia Humanities Council and the U.S. Institute for Museum and Library Services. 
	The year-long reading initiative encourages West Virginians to read 150 books in any format (printed book, e-book, audiobook, downloadable text, etc.) from any source, during the course of 2013, West Virginia’s sesquicentennial year. Books can be on any topic, fiction or non-fiction; they must be read between January 1 and December 31, 2013. 
	People can read 150 books individually, or create teams to read 150 books collectively. Libraries across WV are encouraged to form teams to compete. Teams may have up to 15 members, must choose a name and select a leader to keep track of the books read by team members. If you would like to participate but cannot track your books, call Special Services and we will keep track of them for you.  
	All ages and groups can participate – friends, co-workers, book clubs, classmates, seniors, etc. If children are too young to read on their own, kids can have their parents read to them. Families can use their Summer Reading Program reading toward their WV Reads 150 tally. 
	The program is not limited to public libraries: bookstores, school and academic libraries, literacy organizations, youth services providers and more are encouraged to participate in WV Reads 150. 
Please contact Special Services to participate.  
NLS Braille Summit to be Held at the Perkins School for the Blind 
NLS invites you to participate in the NLS Braille Summit at Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown, Massachusetts, June 19−21, 2013, to help determine the best ways for libraries to promote and support Braille literacy. The conference will bring together librarians, Braille literacy professionals, Braille readers, and other stakeholders.
	Braille is the only true form of literacy for people who are blind. It increases access to education, allows for fuller participation in society, and drastically increases the odds of employment. Yet studies suggest that less than 10 percent of people who are legally blind in the United States can read Braille, and many children who are blind have no opportunity to learn it. As leading providers of Braille reading materials, libraries are poised to play a key role in the fight to reverse this trend. NLS is committed to increasing Braille literacy as part of its strategic plan. 
	The conference will allow participants to gather lessons learned from across America and around the world; assess the present state of Braille literacy, technology, and access; and make recommendations that will shape Braille programs and priorities for the future of the NLS network of cooperating libraries. 
	The conference will cover five major themes: Braille Readers, Library Selection and Collection Development, Braille Production, Braille Technology, and Promoting Braille Literacy and Awareness. Participants will have the opportunity to listen to expert speakers in each subject area and then engage in facilitated discussions with their peers, during which they will identify strategic issues and recommend solutions for implementation. We hope that you will join us to lend your own knowledge and experience. 
	The Crowne Plaza Boston-Newton is the host hotel and is offering a rate of $159 per night. Attendees are responsible for handling their own lodging and transportation expenses. NLS will provide breakfast and lunch, as well as transportation from the host hotel to the conference facility.  
For more information:  
http://www.loc.gov/nls/conferences/braillesummit/index.html        Attendance is limited and registration will be closed when capacity is reached. 
Websites for Your use!
 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com
Search for West Virginia Library Commission Special Services
 
West Virginia Library Commission Special Services Webpage 
http://www.librarycommission.wv.gov/services/specialservices/
 
BARD Login
https://nlsbard.loc.gov/
 
To Sign up for BARD 
https://nlsbard.loc.gov/
Go to BARD application instructions
 
NFB Newsline information
http://www.nfb.org/nfb/newspapers_by_phone.asp
 
West Virginia Library Commission Webpage
http://www.librarycommission.wv.gov/
 
WVLC Special Services contact information 
Charleston Area 304-558-4061
In-state Toll free 1-800-642-8674
Send us e-mail talkbks@wvlc.lib.wv.us
 
 
Help Us Assist You!
 
Cleanliness is next to….well, you know.  Our items go through the United States Postal Service and get dirty on their own.  However, we do ask that if something gets on your talking book cartridge case or Large Type book please clean it off with a moist towelette before returning it.  This ensures that the our items last for a long time and may be read by many patrons.   
 
West Virginia Title Tips
 
West Virginian Homer Hickam, author of Rocket Boys, grew up in Coalwood, WV. His book was later made into the movie October Sky.  To read more online about Hickam, his official webpage is www.homerhickam.com;  there is an interesting Wikipedia page as well: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer_Hickam  Below are titles you may order from us.  
 
Rocket boys: a memoir DB/RC 47833, LT 11509 
Retired NASA engineer reminisces about boyhood in the Sputnik era in West Virginia when his first rocket attempt burned down his mother's garden fence. He and his friends improved their models culminating in winning the 1960 National Science Fair. 

Sky of stone DB/RC 54699,  LT 13224 
The third volume of Hickam's memoirs following Rocket Boys (DB 47833) Recounts what he learned about love and labor unions during his first summer working in the West Virginia coal mines in 1961, after his freshman year in engineering school. 2001.
 
The ambassador's son DB/RC 60656,  LT 21166
Solomon Islands, WWII. Coast Guard captain Josh Thurlow is assigned to find a young marine officer who has apparently deserted. PT boat skipper John Kennedy, son of a former ambassador to Great Britain, aids the daring search. Some descriptions of sex, violence, and strong language. 2005.
The far reaches DB 65575  
Pacific theater, WWII. Coast Guard captain Josh Thurlow is injured in the battle for Tarawa. Sister Mary Kathleen rescues Josh and recruits him for a near-impossible mission to wrest her home islands from Japanese occupiers. Some descriptions of sex, violence, and some strong language. 2007.

The keeper's son DB/RC 61507, LT 13271  
North Carolina's Outer Banks, early 1940s. Josh Thurlow continues his family's operation of Killakeet Lighthouse and commands a Coast Guard patrol boat. While hunting German U-boats that target American vessels, Josh confronts someone who could be his long-lost brother. Some descriptions of sex, some violence, and some strong language. 2003.
 
The Bookshelf
 
Yes, you can download and store more than one book on the same cartridge or flash drive. This is called your Bookshelf.  To access the Bookshelf feature on your NLS Digital Book Player, press and hold the Play/Stop key until it says “Bookshelf,” then use the Fast Forward (FF) or Rewind (RW) keys to move forward and backward between titles. When you reach the title you want, press Play.  
Long-Term Loan of Cassettes
	Special Services has an abundance of blank, recordable cassette tapes. They vary in length from 60 to 90 minutes.  You may borrow these cassettes on a long-term loan basis. If you would like to borrow these cassettes, please contact a member of Special Services.  This service is provided at no cost because the cassettes can be sent as free matter for the blind or physically handicapped and are no longer in circulation.  
Third party compatible players-What are they?
	A third party player is a portable device that is a compatible commercial player (third party player) that plays NLS books that can be downloaded from BARD. If you aren’t a BARD user you need to create an account.  If you are already a BARD user and have purchased a third party player, log into your BARD account and find the link for "update account settings" and then the link for "add a purchased player.”  You cannot directly attach the cartridge to your computer's USB ports. You may borrow the special adapter USB cable and a cartridge for downloading purposes as long as you are a patron.  Cartridges are also available for purchase from APH.  Below is a list of Third party players.  
APH Book Port Plus, APH Braille Plus Mobile Manager, APH Book Port DT, Braille Plus Mobile Manager (www.aph.org)  
LevelStar Icon – produced by Levelstar 
Humanware Victor Reader Stream, Victor Reader Stratus www.humanware.com)  Apex Braille Note/Voice Note 
HIMS BookSense, HIMS BookSense DS, HIMS BookSense XT, HIMS Braille Sense Note Takeer (www.hims-inc.com)  
PlexTalk Pocket PTP1, Plextalk PTN2 (www.plextalk.com) 
Milestone 212 and Milestone 312 (www.bones.ch)
****Please note: To play NLS books on a third party player, you need an encryption        key.  This key is supplied by the manufacturer.  
 

LEAP with Bookshare        
OverDrive provides free, downloadable books for libraries, including WVLC.  However, the method of delivery is not accessible.  Therefore, OverDrive is paying for a one year subscription to Bookshare for new members. The program is called LEAP.  If you have been a member of Bookshare in the past, you are not eligible. 
	If you have never been a member of Bookshare, you can get one year for free.  After the first year, if you like the service, you may renew at your own expense.  
	You need to be a current patron of WVLC Special Services. Bookshare membership can take up to three weeks. We ask for your patience.  If you are interested in joining, please call Special Services.   
	
Things to know about Bookshare:
 Over 173,104 accessible titles
 Formats: DAISY Text Only, DAISY with Images, Audio, BRF
 You will need a computer, an email account and Internet access. 
 You will need a device for reading books
 You will need something to store the book on
 You may download up to 20 titles a month
 
Under Construction
Special Services has been informed that our offices will be temporarily relocated during some renovations.  This means that there will be periods of time when our computers and telephones may not be accessible to us. This also means that there may be extra sounds when you call in your requests.  We will make every effort to maintain the level of service you expect. However, please be aware that these are  events out of our control.  
 
NEW Items
	New Digital books are added to our collection just about every day.  We add new Large Type books to the collection each month. We have most recently added new Described DVD’s to the collection.  Watch videos such as Zero Dark Thirty, Lincoln and  Brave.  These special movies have an extra audio track built in describing the important elements on the screen.  You need a DVD player to access these videos. We also have a collection of audio described VHS tapes, for use in your VCR.  If you would like a print list or to order one video at a time, please call Special Services.  
	
 Digital Magazines Coming Soon
 
	The National Library Service has informed us that we will enter the Magazines on Cartridge (MOC) system in the coming weeks.  This is the system where you receive your magazines all on one digital cartridge.  If you currently receive multiple magazines you will get multiple magazine titles on one digital cartridge. This method of receiving magazines is different in that you must return the cartridge in its original container to NLS before the next issues of those magazines will be sent to you. As soon as the cartridge that was sent to you is returned to NLS, and another issue of a magazine is available, it will be sent back out with new content.  Only the issues that are available will be placed on your cartridge and sent out to you.  This is important to note because certain magazines are only available quarterly, bi-monthly or monthly.  It will be your responsibility to send back cartridges if you would like more magazines. 	
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1900 Kanawha Blvd. East
Charleston, WV 25305
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