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CARNEGIE-WHITNEY GRANTS 

The Carnegie-Whitney Grant awards $5,000 to libraries to prepare, either in print or electronically, 

popular or scholarly reading lists, webliographies, indexes and other guides to library resources that 

will be useful to users of all types of libraries in the U.S.  Projects must demonstrate how it would 

stimulate the use of library resources, be useful to a broad audience, meet a need for publication, 

and be completed within 2 years.  The deadline for applying is November 2, 2012.  For more infor-

mation visit the website. 

 

JOSTEN’S GRANTS FOR YOUTH 

The Jostens Foundation supports nonprofit organizations with a 501(c)(3) status for educational 

programs that help youths become healthy, productive adults.  Programs can focus on improving 

literacy, high school graduation rates, or any area that will help youths prepare for the fu-

ture.   Applications are reviewed quarterly.  The next deadline is November 21, 2012. 

For more information or to apply, see their website.  

 

A Message from the Governor’s Office 
 
As you may know, Governor Earl Ray Tomblin proclaimed this Saturday, 
September 29

th
 as the Governor’s Day to Serve in the Mountain 

State.  As part of this day of service, Governor Tomblin is coordinating an 
effort to collect items for care packages to be sent to our deployed troops.   
 
The Governor encourages West Virginians to serve their communities. If 
you are interested in volunteering in your community on Saturday, click 
here to view a list of service projects.   

READ BANNED BOOKS! 

National Banned Books Week, September 30-October 6 
See inside for more details 

http://www.ala.org/offices/publishing/sundry/alapubawrds/carnegiewhitney
http://www.jostens.com/misc/aboutus/about_jostens_cp_foundation.html
http://www.daytoserve.org/index.html
http://www.daytoserve.org/index.html


 

   FROM THE SECRETARY...  
Karen E. Goff, Secretary    West Virginia Library Commission  

 

 

 

 

 

The First Amendment and Confidentiality  

    The appearance in this issue of articles on Banned Book Week and an announcement 

about the confidentiality workshop is serendipitous but brilliant.  Banned Books Week cele-

brates the free and open access to information guaranteed by the First Amendment to the 

United States Constitution.  The concept of free and open access is often uncomfortable, fre-

quently controversial, and not absolute.   

    At first glance free and open access may seem to be hindered by the confidentiality of li-

brary records.   But a second glance confirms that this is not the case.    Article Three of the 

current Code of Ethics of the American Library Association (2008) states: “We protect each 

library user’s right to privacy and confidentiality with respect to information sought or re-

ceived and resources consulted, borrowed, acquired, or transmitted.”  A document titled Pri-

vacy: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights, points out that that the courts have es-

tablished a First Amendment right to receive information in a publicly funded library and 

have also upheld the right to privacy. 

    Libraries struggle to balance issues of privacy, confidentiality and access.   Sometimes the 

answer is clear.  Should staff provide patron addresses and phone numbers on request? No.  

Should staff tell a patron who has not returned the book he/she wants? No.  Other times it is 

not so clear.  Digital patron records create a whole new set of issues.  What about library 

staff’s civic duty to help law enforcement?  Are surveillance cameras in libraries a violation of 

patron privacy?  Should staff monitor patrons to determine inappropriate or illegal behavior?  

If you are struggling with these or similar questions register for one of the WVLC webinars 

on “ Following the Law: Chapter 10, the PATRIOT Act and Patron Privacy” (page 3)  and take a 

look at  ALA’s Questions and Answers on Privacy and Confidentiality.  

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/proethics/codeofethics/codeethics
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=interpretations&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=132904
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=interpretations&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=132904
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=interpretations&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=34114


 

 

IMLS/WVLC NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 
The West Virginia Library Commission is currently participating in an IMLS grant-funded project to 
investigate how public libraries provide training and assistance to patrons on information technology 
and digital literacy topics. We need your help. 
 
We are asking directors/branch managers of all public library locations to complete a brief survey to 
tell us about their training and assistance activities. Your library’s participation in this survey would 
be greatly appreciated and would provide valuable insights for state and federal library planning. 
 
Go to  the survey website to access the survey, which should take under 20 minutes to complete. 
Please submit your response by October 5, 2012. 
   
Thank you for supporting this research. We look forward to sharing our results with you later this 
year. 

USING FAMILYSEARCH.ORG 

IN GENEALOGICAL REFERENCE 
 

John Paul Myrick, WVLC Library Development Di-

rector will provide a one-hour webinar in using Fami-

lysearch.org, a free database from the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in helping patrons 

with genealogical research. This online training will 

be on Friday, November 2nd at 2:00 PM.   

Familysearch.org contains all U.S. Census records 

with indexes (including the recently-released 1940 

census), as well as genealogical information gleaned 

by the Mormons from courthouse records, vital rec-

ords, submitted genealogies and more. JP will ex-

plain how to perform searches on the database and 

talk about sections of most use to library patrons. 

This training opportunity is FREE and 1 hour of CE 

credit will be awarded to West Virginia library work-

ers.  

 

Register for this webinar through the WVLC Continu-

ing Education Calendar. In-person sessions will glad-

ly be scheduled for large groups in WV libraries. 

“Following the Law: Chapter 10, 

the PATRIOT Act and Patron 

Privacy”  Webinars Set 

Due to some recent events, WVLC staff feel the 

need to provide training regarding to Chapter 10, 

Article 1, Section 22 of the West Virginia Code re-

garding the privacy of public library patron rec-

ords.  Library Development Director John Paul My-

rick will be hosting two webinars on this subject on 

November 8th and 9th,  both at 10:00 AM.  

“Following the Law: Chapter 10, the PATRIOT Act 

and Patron Privacy”  will explain this section of the 

Code, obligations of West Virginia public libraries in 

terms of this section, and to provide guidance in 

terms of “what to do when the police arrive.” The 

webinar will also cover provisions of the USA PATRI-

OT Act which relate to public libraries. Attendance 

at both sessions is not required. Please register for 

these webinars via the WVLC Continuing Education 

Calendar. In-person sessions will gladly be sched-

uled for large groups in WV libraries. 

AWE is offering all West Virginia Public Libraries a Special Group Purchase Volume 
Discount for its Early Literacy Computer Stations and/or After School Edge computer 
systems. Orders must be placed by October 31, 2012. Please contact Denean Hand-
field at 267-257-7589 or handfieldd@awelearning.com for more information.  

http://www.imls.gov/imls_announces_grant_to_support_libraries_roles_in_national_broadband_adoption_efforts.aspx
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3HMJX8D
http://wvlc.libcal.com/ce
http://wvlc.libcal.com/ce
http://wvlc.libcal.com/ce
http://wvlc.libcal.com/ce
mailto:handfieldd@awelearning.com
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Suzy McGinley and Susan Hayden 
with the WVLC West Virginia Cen-

ter for the Book staffed the West 
Virginia table at the Pavilion of the 
States at last weekend’s National 
Book Festival in Washington. 
CFTB also appreciates the help of 
Jane Hearn, Children’s Librari-

an at the Martinsburg/Berkeley 

Public Library for volunteering 

her assistance. 

CENTER TO HOST LUNCH, 
CAPITOL AUTHOR 

The West Virginia Center for the 
Book, in cooperation with WVLC 
State Library Services and Tama-

rack: West Virginia Museum Shop 
will be hosting new West Virginia 
author Jim Wallace. Wallace has 
recently penned A History of the 
West Virginia Capitol: The 

House of State which was pub-

lished by the History Press in Au-
gust 2012. Wallace will be discussing his work and 

autographing copies of his book in a brown-bag 
luncheon on Friday, November 16th at noon in 

the State Library in the Culture Center on the 

Capitol grounds. 

 

Amazon describes Wallace’s book as follows: 

 

Even though the West Virginia Capitol deviated 
from the design of legendary architect Cass Gil-
bert, the iconic building is still considered a mas-
terpiece. The full story of the Capitol is filled with 
twists and turns, from the fortunate fire that 
burned its predecessor to the tug of war be-
tween Wheeling and Charleston for the designa-
tion of state capital. Revisit the to-gild-or-not-to-
gild debate that raged around the construction 
of the Capitol's signature crown, which once was 
in danger of collapsing on itself or toppling in 
heavy winds. Join Charleston author Jim Wallace 
for this captivating account of West Virginia's 
architectural jewel. 

 

Wallace, a native of Ohio, was a former statehouse 
reporter for the Charleston Daily Mail, and is Senior 

Counsel for Public Relations at TSG Consulting in 

Charleston. 

Copies of Wallace’s book will be for sale in the Li-

brary by the West Virginia Museum Store, operated 
by Tamarack. These books will make great Christ-

mas gifts! 

 
WVLC/CFTB invites attendees to bring their lunch. 

Desserts and Drinks will be provided. 

http://www.librarycommission.wv.gov/programs/wvcftb/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/
http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/


HUNTINGTON NATIVE PUBLISHES MYS-

TERY 
Info shared by Janet Conn, New Martinsville Public Library and Ohio River Fes-
tival of Books 

 
A former Huntington resident, Julia Keller, who has had a great 
career in journalism at the Columbus Dispatch and the Chicago 

Tribune has published her first book in a mystery series set in 
West Virginia, entitled Killing in the Hills which has received 

several starred reviews, including one in Kirkus.  

 

Julia was born and raised in Huntington, West Virginia. Julia 

graduated from Marshall with a degree in English. She later 
earned a doctoral degree in English at the Ohio State University; her dissertation ex-
plored literary biographies of Virginia Woolf. She has been a Nieman Fellow at Harvard 

University and served as McGraw Professor of Writing at Princeton University. She has 
also taught at The University of Notre Dame and The University of Chicago. 

 
Her books include Mr. Gatling’s Terrible Marvel (Viking, 2008), a non-fiction account of 

the inventor of the Gatling Gun and how the weapon transformed nineteenth-century 
America; and Back Home (Egmont, 2009), a young adult novel about a teenage girl 

whose father suffers a traumatic brain injury while serving with the National Guard in 

Iraq. Booklist named Back Home one of the top ten debut novels of the year for young 
adults. 
 

A Killing in the Hills is the first in a series of mysteries featuring Belfa Elkins, a single 

mother who returns to her West Virginia hometown and runs for prosecuting attorney, 

hoping to combat the scourge of prescription drug abuse in Appalachia.  Julia won the 
2005 Pulitzer Prize for her three-part series on a deadly tornado that swept through Uti-
ca, Ill., in 2004. The series ran in The Chicago Tribune, the newspaper for which Julia, 

whose title is cultural critic, writes a weekly literary column. 

West Virginia Center for the Book African American History Month Tribute 

CRYSTAL GOOD, Poet, Featured Speaker 

Friday, February 15th, 6:00 PM. Fagan Theater, State Culture Center, Charleston 

http://crystalgooddotnet.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/crystal-good.jpg


Banned Books Week:  

Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Freedom to Read 

Banned Books Week is an annual event cele-
brating the freedom to read. Typically held 
during the last week of September, it high-
lights the value of free and open access to 
information. Banned Books Week brings to-
gether the entire book community –- librari-
ans, booksellers, publishers, journalists, 
teachers, and readers of all types –- in 
shared support of the freedom to seek and to 
express ideas, even those some consider un-
orthodox or unpopular. 

By focusing on efforts across the country to 

remove or restrict access to books, Banned 

Books Week draws national attention to the 

harms of censorship. Check out the frequent-

ly challenged books section to explore the 

issues and controversies around book chal-

lenges and book banning. 

For more information on getting involved with 

Banned Books Week: Celebrating the Free-

dom to Read, please see Calendar of Events, 

Ideas and Resources, and the new Banned 

Books Week site. You can also contact the 

ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom at 1-800-

545-2433, ext. 4220, or bbw@ala.org. 

“Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subver-

sions. It is the one un-American act that could most easily defeat us.” 

-William Douglas, US Supreme Court Justice 

 

 

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/calendarofevents
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/bannedbooksweek/ideasandresources
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org
http://www.bannedbooksweek.org
http://www.ala.org/offices/oif
mailto:bbw@ala.org
http://www.alastore.ala.org/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=269


MAP OUT BANNED 

BOOKS 

The Banned Books website 

includes a map of recorded 

cases of banned and chal-

lenged books across the U.S. 

across the past several years. 

The map lists only one record-

ed case in West Virginia be-

tween 2007 and 2011. If you 

have had a challenge not listed 

on the map, you can report it 

to the American Library Asso-

ciation through their  Chal-

lenges to Library Materials 

site.   

 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK ACTIVITIES IN  

WEST VIRGINIA 

Keyser 
The Keyser-Mineral County Library is doing a "scavenger hunt" for 
banned book week. The Library is taking the list of the 100 books 
most requested for banning and broken it into 10 "scavenger" 
lists.  Players take a list and using the library catalog find out where 
each book can be found and write the answer.  Successful players 
can enter their name in a drawing for a gift cards from area mer-
chants.  

 

Philippi 
The Philippi Public Library will have a display of the some of the 
books that have been challenged or banned and encourage patrons 
to check them out and read them.  The library will give out book-
marks saying, "Join the Banned - Protect Your Right to READ" 
and other bookmarks about Censorship.  We will also celebrate 
Amnesty week during the same time.  On Thursday, October 4, 
from 6 to 7 p.m., the library will have local guest readers from the 
local college, the school board, and others reading selections from 
banned or challenged books, a discussion about censorship, and 
refreshments. 

 

Charleston 

West Virginia Library Commission’s State Library will be showing 
the film “The Day The Came to Arrest The Book” at a brown-bag 
luncheon on Friday, October 5th at Noon in the David Childers 
Room.  Drinks and desserts will be served. 
 

The Kanawha County Public Library will have political activist 
and minister Jim Lewis discussing “Animal Farm”, which has been 
the subject of several censorship attempts. This book-discussion 
program will be held September 29th at 2:00 PM at the Main Li-
brary. Director Alan Englebert is writing an article for the Charles-
ton Gazette and other discussion and p.r. events are planned. 
 

Huntington 

The Cabell County Public Library will invite persons to read aloud 
from their favorite banned books on October 3rd at Noon. An exhi-
bition of banned books is also planned. 

WV’S MOST FAMOUS 

BOOK  CONTROVERSY 

The Kanawha County Textbook 

Controversy received national 

attention back in 1974 and ac-

tually led to violence. Learn 

more about this sad chapter in 

West Virginia history through 

the Encyclopedia West Virginia 

website on the issue and its 

online exhibit. 

http://bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship
http://bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship
http://bannedbooksweek.org/mappingcensorship
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/challengeslibrarymaterials
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/banned/challengeslibrarymaterials
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/exhibits/13
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/exhibits/13
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/exhibits/13


FCC LIFELINE SERVICE 

 
Do you know families that cannot afford a telephone line? Lifeline is a government benefit program 
supported by the Universal Service Fund that provides a discount on phone service for qualifying 
low-income consumers.  

 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) would like to ensure that you and your constitu-
ents are informed about recent reforms to the Lifeline Program.   

 
There are a few important messages about the program that we would like to highlight: 

   Lifeline is available only to eligible consumers. To see if a consumer is eligible, visit www.lifelinesupport.org 

 Eligible consumers may receive only ONE discount per household and they must decide whether that discount 

is applied to their wireline or wireless service.  Federal rules prohibit consumers from receiving more than one 
Lifeline service. 

 If a consumer or his or her household currently has more than one Lifeline discounted service, they must select 

a single provider immediately or be subject to penalties. 

 In order to enroll in Lifeline, potential subscribers must demonstrate their eligibility by showing proof of income 

or participation in a qualifying program. 

 
All Lifeline subscribers must annually recertify their eligibility.  In late 2012, all 17 million Lifeline sub-
scribers will be contacted by their service provider to re-confirm that they remain eligible in the pro-
gram. 

 
Information about the Lifeline Program is available at their website. For information about eligibility, 
how to apply for Lifeline benefits, or what to do if a household is receiving more than one Lifeline 
discount, visit the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) website . You may also call 
the FCC at 1-888-225-5322. 
 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has a number of specialty sections on their website 
which can be particularly helpful/healthful to library users. Please check and refer your patrons to 
the following sites: 
 
Healthy Living—information about making proper nutrition choices, wellness, preventable conditions 
like adult on-set diabetes, some cancers, and high blood pressure. 
 
Diseases and Conditions — consumer health information about specific diseases, ailments, etc. 
 
Emergency Preparedness — information about ways individuals and families can prepare for disas-
ters, power outages, etc. 
 
News Room — the place to go for up-to-date information about hot health topics, like West Nile Dis-
ease currently. 
 

INFORMATION TO PASS ON TO YOUR PATRONS: 

http://www.lifelinesupport.org/
http://www.fcc.gov/lifeline/outreach
http://www.lifelinesupport.org
http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyLiving/
http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/
http://emergency.cdc.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
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DON’T FORGET THE “SECRETARY’S CHALLENGE” 

LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH CONTEST! 
Secretary Goff is holding a contest to see which libraries can sign up the 

most new cardholders during September, which is National Library Card 

Sign-Up Month. Please email her with your September sign-up numbers 

by Friday, October 5th. The libraries with the largest number of new pa-

trons will be awarded prizes at her “State of the Libraries” session at the 

WVLA Conference at Stonewall October 10th-12th. 

A NOTE ABOUT YOUR BIBLIOSTAT REPORT 

Although the West Virginia Bibliostat deadline has come and gone with much success, IMLS 
has issued a few updates for the edits check parameters.  Some edit checks were deleted- re-
member that weird check regarding audiobooks and expenditures?  Some edits checks have 
been added.   
 
This means that WVLC may be calling your library to verify some information.  WVLC will be 
going through each and every survey submitted to see if addition edit checks were flagged.  If 
something should appear, WVLC will call to make sure that the library director is aware of the 
edit check and have input on the federal note submitted.  If you have any questions regarding 
this process, please contact Melissa Brown at 304-558-3978. 

GET YOUR 

FLU SHOT! 

Check out the  

West Virginia Flu 

Resource Center 

mailto:karen.e.goff@wv.gov
mailto:melissa.j.brown@wv.gov?subject=Bibliostat%20Check
http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/oeps/immunization/Pages/flu.aspx
http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/oeps/immunization/Pages/flu.aspx

