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LIBEARY LOCKQUT

Issued Quarterly by the Weet Virginia
Library Commission
Dora Puth Parks, Zx=cutive Secretary
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Anril, 1947 | Vol. V, Yos. III & IV

H-PORT OF OUR LZGISTATIVE PEOGHAHM

Attendance at sessionsof the legislature is &
worth—while exvperience, Those librarians viwo
attended from time to time will surely agrse thnat
through such an experience one's persvective galns
denth into ths matter of the relationshin of the
public library to other state interests and needs,

The appronriation for the Commission as finally
annroved by the legislature was $20;7OO for each
year of the biennium beginning July, 1947, The
aonronriation for 1945-1946 and 1946-1947 was
$16,7350 per year.

Other legislation directly a ting public
libraries is the amendment to t SL5 public
library law. This was introduced by Senator
Harmer of Farrison County, So far as is xnownit
passed without any oprosition in either house.

It provides that a donor mey specify use of his
gift to a public library and that the title for
property or other gifts may be vested in a trustee
or trusteesof the donor's choice, Trustee in this
case does not mean a librery board member, This
amendment, it is hoved, will encourage endowments
and gifts for public library rvarnoses.
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Have you remembered¢ to thank your legislators
and the Board of Public Works for their interest
in better libraries? '
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THZEZ HAS 3TN PROGEZSS

In 19L73, exmenditure mer canita for wmublic
1ibrary service in West Virginia was 07: in
10L6, it was slightly more than .10. In 19473-
1¢L5, the average number of books mailed by the
Commission to public libraries and comnmunitiesg
wvas about 50 mer month; in 19L&, th= average
haed risen to anmvroximately 1,200 ver month,

Wew libraries were started in Yew Martinsville
and Paden City in 19L&, Zach is sunmvorted by
the local governing authority. UNew Martinsville
also received some rather gsnerous gifts from
local industries for the initiation of the service,
In 1946, Wheeling acouired a record collection, and
a music room was eruipped for listening. In Octo-
ber, 1CL6, Cabell County was given £5,000 for the
nurchase of a bookmobile, The benefactor, Mr, '
Switzer, also made vprovision for the Huntington
Public Librery in his will, This library also has
a new record vlayer and a movie projector,

In 1947, plans are under way for expanded or

new buildings in Charleston, Fairmont, and Mounds-
ville. Racdio story hours have b=en or are being
conducted by the libraries of Charleston, Clarks-
burg, "heeling, Bluefield, Pairmont, and Huntington.
Most of the programs have been jointly sponsored by
some other community grouo, (larksburg is doing a
radio "Great Books" program at 5 o,m., each Saturday.

ok ok ok ok K g

DID YOU KNOY that the word library originated

- martly from Iiber, bark, "the bark of trees having,
according to Roman traditicn, been used in early
times as a writing material." Perhans instead of

X . . . .
.ﬁ library, in years to come, we shall have "plasticary"

since library materials now are often made of nlas-
tics}
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COMMISSION NZUWS

In February, Governcr Meadows announced ths
annointment of Mr, Kvle dclormick of Princeton
as the new member of the Commigsion to fill the
unexpired term of Mr. W, P. Kellam, The complete
1ist of Commission members now is as follows:
Mrs. Cliver Shurtlef?, Fairmont, Chairman; Mrs,
C. 7. Lyne, Shevherdstown; Mr, Kyle McCormick,
Princeton: Mre. Imily G, Shreve, Martinsburg;
and Mrs, COtis G, Wilson, Huntington.

On April 12 and 13, Mr. McCormick attended
his first meeting, Other members concluded very
quickly thet the talents which he brings te the
Commission ar=s real assets,

While welcoming one new member, the Commission
bids farewell to anoth=sr, Mrs, Zmily Gray Shreve
will not be living in Yest Virginia and will there-
fore not wish reamnointment at the expiration of
her term, June 30, 1947, Mrs, Shreves has been
a very loynl membar not only in her attendance of
meetings but also in her work for it as a lay-
woman., Lt is with much regret that Commission
members cay good-bye to her, but th=sy believe
that her interest will always include books,
lihraries, and the work of the Commission and
the nromotion of bhoth.

Miss Frences Price, Assistuant at the Commie-
sion became part time staff mewber of the Pitts-
burgh Carnegie Library this year, She is also
working toward a higher library degree., liiss
Fathryn Henry of Morgantown, former lihrarian
at Magnolia High School, Yew Martinsville,
renlac=¢ Miss Price, It is unfortunate that the
Assistant cannot be mersonally identified through-
out the state., Both Mise Pricels and Miss Henry's
versonalities have mermeates? various counties
throngh leans of books and corresmondence with
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porrowers, but both of them have expressed a
desire to visit with borrowers now and then. It
is particularly good, therefore, that you visit
as at headouarters when in Morgantown, We are
always glad to see you. :

NZW STARPF MIMBZES IN CUR PUBLIC LIRRARIZS

‘Huntington. The new member of the Huntingten
Library staff is Miss Tmily Johnston, formerly
of the San Diego, California, Public Library.

Charleston. Kanawha County Public Library has
two new staff membsrs, Miss Zdith Kennedy, Head
of the Adult Department; and Hiss Mancy Richardson,
member of the Adult Department Staff, Miss Kennedy
comes to West Virginia from Minnesota, She has
also done library work in Oakland, California, Miss
Richardson comes from Tennessee and embarks on her
library career in West Virginia, -

A. L. A.--SAN_FRANCISCO, JUNZ 29 TO JULY 5

—

The following letter from Miss Marie D, Loizesaux,
Tditor, Wilson Library Bulletin; The E.¥W, Wilscn Co.:
950 Universitv Avenue; ¥ew York City, may be of
interest.

"In resmonse to reanuests from many librarians in
this area the Missouri Facific Railroad in coomneration
with connecting railroads is planning "The Libdrary
Special® to carry librarians from various parts to the
ALA Conference in San Francisco in June. Mr. Zrnest
J, Doerste, New York City Passenger Agent, has made
up an itinerary which promises to be exceedingly
interesting. I am suggesting to him that his agent
in your vicinityv sees that you have conies of this
itinerary ané volan with you to meke connections for
1ibrarians from your area who would like to join
the special train.
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"If not enough librerisns vmlan on the trin to
varrant a smecial train, smecial cars can be added
to regular trains as needed, so we may bs sure of
having accommodations.!

Both the Kanawha County Public Zibrary and the
Ohio County Public Library will be represented,
Are there others?

POST=RS

"Libri-Posters," 9x12, now available for disovnlay
on bulletin boards in mublic huildings, churches,
veteran's organizations, Y's, stores, etc., FPrice
10¢ ver moster., Write H, L. Mihic & Co., 16 West 55
Street, Mew York 19, M. Y., for details., Mr, Forrest
Carhart of the University Library talked with kr.
Ivins of th=s Mihic Commany about these mosters at a
recent library conference and is very enthusiastic
in his recommendations, ’

AMONG LIRRAERIZS AND TIBRARIANS

The newly anvointed library board for Waitman
Rarbe Libhrary, Morgantown, is Mrs, Irvin L., ¥Veville,
five year term; Dr. Davif Dale Johnson, four y=ar
term: Dr, "illiam Z, Brooks, three year term; Mrs,

V. 0. Havener, two year term; and Mr, John Z. Crynock,
ons year term, '

The Morgantown Post, Anril 23, 1947, made the
following comment in its report of the me=ting of
the city council, "The election of five new direc-
tors to the Waitman Barbe Public Library (3oard)
vas approved by Council following the report of a
svmecial committee commosed of Councilmen George
D. Hott, Chairman, John Crynock and C, 3, Stark
to recommend candidates for the vacancies.,...
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"The committee also voted that under tesrms of
the statute providing for Library (Board) directors,

hereaftsr directors avmointed will serve for = term
of five years M

Morgantovn City Council is to be congratulated
on its awareness of the first essentials of good
libriry service--a good board of directors. TFor
it is this groum of people who set nolicies for the
library and back the librsrian in his or her service
to the community. It is lluison officer between
librarizn and community. Special mention, too,
should be made of ths work of Mrs., Havener and Dr.._
3roolzs who have been members of the board for several

years,

RICHCOD, A business man vho was talking with
a Library Commission worker during the state Plan~ ,
ning Conference in Novemb=r asked, "Ars you familiar
with the Richwood Public Lidrary and the fine work
it is doing in that community?" Of course she eaid
she 7id know about the effectiveness of this lihrary,
He commented further, "That's the sort of thing I
would like for my community," ‘

KNOY WIST VIRGINIA LIBRARISS

The library featured on the cover is the Milton
Rranch of th= Huntington Public Library. News of
the use of erymanded librarv service in Cabell County
appeared in the Cabell Record, December 19, 1946,
This was written by Raymond T. Jimison.

— G

"A vell known radio show has its 'Pot of Gold'
program which gives away money each week to some
lucky listner, Now Milton doesn't have a 'Pot of
Gold' vrogram but it does have something that we
are just as proud of and which gives hundreds of
rours of entertainment and education each week to
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its manyv readers. 3y this we mean the Milton
Public Library,

"It is often said that we who live near a thing
know less nbout it than those living in the distance,
But I do not think that this can be said about the

N
h

neeonle in Milton, for almost every family in Miltnon

hos either an adult or child reader who uges the
hoolts of the library.

"I have alwaye had a great fondness for books
and eince bothy my home and business-ars located
on the same street as the library, I make frequent
trips to it, sither for a book for myself or to
take my son Jimmy dovn to make a selection from
treir children's books....

"The Librory has regilstered borrowers living in
Culloden, Cna, Salt Fock, Chestnut Knob, and zll
nearby communities,....

"fnd the nicest thing about the Libreary is the
consideration that ic shown all patrons by the

librarian, Mrs. Mattie Ball, who seems to take a

personal interest in helning you in selecting the
books she thinks you would like the most...,

"] merscnally feel thot ths great success of
this Liwrary has been due vartially to the woncer-
ful attitude snd heln it has received from the many
Milton meonle. Deserving especiel mention =zt this
time is the donation by Miss Lora Tanford of five
nomualar Book-of-the-Month selections from her ovn
library. Thev have now been cataloged and nleced
on the shelves for vour use, Inside each book is
a mlate bearing Miss Danford's name, Th=se books
were a most accentable gift....

"The Liwrariy id estecially in need of several
small things to melie theitr service better, For
instunceé, they need a Adisnlay maguzine rack to




take care of the fifteen magazines thewv receive

regularly and the ones that are cdonated each month

by the patrons. Also needed is a metal waste paper
hsskat, A bullstin board which has been needed for
sometime is M=ing donated by a friend of the Library.
They would avnvreciate any books that you might heve
th.t you no longer need, or a small gift of money

can alwayvs be used to murchase books and magazines

and to.-make the many little-repairs that always ~- 0
need. to be done.' ' i e SR

‘“"ffw§oﬁ'hav;nﬁt?bééhféjpaﬁrqn:Qfﬁiﬁéﬁifb}?ff"f;jxf
ke 1947 your ~sturting time —=I-fezl sura-that

vou"v17lwe“30Jh1t,Véiy much and_bensfit. greatly
by its.use,  Remember, it's for you and yourc'f?f"

Am,rlcan Léglon is- g1v1ng th= Ml‘ton 413r&ry a
‘ and caverdT othcr'drt1c79" o?

_.,,iéﬂi;;j:té cr=3:'v1c=m ara naéo wbqs107¢ tbrough
an unﬂroprlwtlon from ‘the Cabell Countj Court to

the uptlnaton Pu011c Libra Ty

. Last year, morp books per . CdOltd were read from
tm@ Mllton Tlorarv than any - otk—rnllbr Ty 1n thnmeW'w+

f_CORI-CTIOYS in statlstlcc whlch apmeared in
‘ 9L6, Tibrar Loo out

: Kanawha,County_Eubllcyglbrarvihas,23 122
régiSféréd bdfroW%rsa’“’;*‘ e o

J;Follddys Cove
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N="S FRCH CUR BOZLOWZRS

MADISON-~"For a study course, I would like to
porrow from your library ths following books.
Pezrennials Preferred by Helen Wilson; The Plant
Coctor by Cynthia estcott; Garden Design by
Marjorie S, Coulter; and Design in Flower Arrange-

-

LZTAET._"Please send some myst=riess alco a hook
1

e
on numismatics, I am int=rested in o0ld coing."

TZWISBUEG--"We will be looking for another
Troveling “ivrery in a short time for these empty
shelves loo¥ too lonesome, The last of May we
will he wanting 50 hooks -Tor our Story Hour for
the suamer--ages 5 to 1C. Th= children are already
asking when it vill begin, "

' 1OST CEZZK~-"I am returning the 8 magazines loaned

me and I wish to thank vou for the loan of same, The
articles asked for are very good and vorth-vhile,

"If wou huve other magozines which give informa-
tion regarding adjustment of soldiers return home
from service, or family life or mroblems of returned
service men, mlease send me by return mail,"

KNOB FOBK--"I am doing a study on Trigonometry
Fundamentals «nd Principle¢, Will you please send
me a text on trigonometry?

"If available I should also like a good text on
the princinles of wmhysics."

EKZYSZR--"Snecial request for the Keyser Public
Library: James, Practical 3Basket Making; Blanchard,
The Basketryv Book; Gallingsr, Basket Pioneering.™

If you do not have any of these would like to have
something about basgket making. This is for a girl
scout leader M '
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TYSER--"I am delighted with the assortment
of "easy" books which you recently sent.!

ZLLZVR0RO-~-"Please send me a book on ch<ld
neychology or mental hygiene in children from
e pre—-cchool through high school that has been
- publiched in the last ten years,

"If wvou can't sunvmly any books mentioned in
the last maragravh send me Chancellor, John
Miller, Felning Acdults fo Learn or Johnson,
Alvin Seunder, Public Library, A Peonle's
University.,"

PAILIPPI-~-"The Silent Grove Farm “Jomen's Club
of Fhilioni has asked me as their education chair-
man to borrov a consignment of books listed in the
recommend=d reading list, "e would like to havs
as follows: Burma Surgcon Returns, Journev into
America, Snin a Silver Dollar, Your Child Meets
the WorldOutside, Rooster Crows, Living with ‘
Children, and Management in Homes. You mey sub- |
stitute if these are not asvailable M : :

(5]

MARLINTON--"Please send me by parcel post collect
three or mors books on cats, The books should give
me some history, some of ths characteristics, and
kinfs nf cats, also some superstitions about cats."

"Pleace send me & book or two on doll making, , 1
I want to make two dolls r=presenting Ceuesar and '
Cleovpatra and I need some instructions."

SYZET STRINGS—-"Will you vlease send me two good
books on o0ld furniture--would like one on Hepplewhite
furniture, if vnossible, I have Ormsbee's book on
Zarly Furniture Makers so do not neced that one,

Would 1like NMutting's Furniture Treasurv in three
volumes or some other good books, I have a reading
card on file there,should yvou n=ed a reference."

Uit b gt it
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ATTSFTION PUBRLIC LIBRARIANS!

The Commission has undertaken a new mroject
which we hope will prove to be of real service 0O
public librarizns. This project is started as an
er¥periment in guidance in book selection. Ve
realize that nublic librurians are rushed by bthe
oublic for the latest best seller that is sweening
the nation, . Since the same tyme of book will not
fit into every community, it is our belief that the
1ibrarien would like to have zn ovportunity to read,
or ot least scan, the current "rave™ before snending
precious library funds on it., With this conviction
in nind, we are purchasing two coni=s of each book
which anoears at l=ast three times on the pest seller
list in the New York Herald Tribune.

One copy will remain at headnuarters for extmina-
tion by university students tuking classes in libraery
science and exnloratory reading. The other conwy is
aveilable to public librarians upon request foT
examination before purchasing. Theese will be loaned
for one week., As we wish to make them available to
as many librorians as possible as quickly as possible,
they cennot be loaned to library patrons.

The presence of these books at the Commission does
not necessarily indicate that we recommend them, ¥e
hone they vill aid you in selecting books which will -
best fill the needs of your borrowers., TLet ud hear
from you. "e shall welcome your comments on the
books and any suggestions you may have,

e ook ok ko sk ok ok 3k Xk

Singer, Dorothea M., The Insurance of Tihraries.,
American Librery Association, 1is available from the
West Virginia Library Commission, Morgentovn,
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P=RICDICALS

Pzriodicals are a vital wmart of every librery.
They are the best source of current material, The
Commission receivers numerous ouestions on tomics
of current interest, the answers to which cannot
vet he foun” in boolse, o take care of such renmuests,
trhe Commission subscribeg to a numher of weriodicals.
lany of our horrovers havs already becomes acouaints=é
wvith this servicea. having r=c=2ived two or three magza-—
zine erticles in answ=sr to their questions. "2 are
taking this Onnortunitylto inrorm a1l of our matrons
of thnis service. Anyv of the reriodicals listzd
helow may be had uwon reouest for a meriod of two
weeks, These cover the meriod from Jaanuary, 1946,
to the mresent, ‘

AMTRICAN CITY . TATURZ
ATLAYTIC MONTELY - TRAVEL.

" AVIATION " POrULAR MICTAFICS

3USINISS WIZL RADIG IS
COMGRISSICHAL DIGIST RZCEZATION

FORZIGY ATTAIERS FOTARI AN

FARPZRE HMAGAZINZ SURVZY MIDMCORTHLZL
RYGZIA SURVZEY GHAPHIC
MAGAZITZ CF ARTS TEZATRZ ARTS
HATICH - TINE

VATICYFAL GZOGRAPHIC

AMZEICAY JOURNAL OF PUBLIC FnLTEH
AMZEICAY¥ POLITICAL SCIZNCZ RZVIZY
ASIA AFD THD AMZIRICAS

CONSUMZRES E=ZSTARCH BULLZTIN

VITAL SPZICHZS OF THZ DAY
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FUNCTIONS OF TH:Z "Z3T VIRGINIA LIBRARY CCMMISSION

£

1. Develooment of effective state-wide public
library service.

! - 2. A program of county and regional wpublic libraries.

3. OStimulation of local avpprovnriations,

L, TFormilation of standards of service for public
libraries,

5. The gathering of statistical information from
all public lidbraries of the state,

6. Advisory information service to existing mublic
libraries &nd in the establishment of new ones,

7. ZEIncouragenent of citizen and trustee understend-

Do ing of the functions of the American public
| V llbrary.

B

8. Cooperationywith other state agencies,

9. Develomment of khigh quality versonnel in the
nublic livraries of the state——encouragement
of training to meet demands of good service:
encouragenent of adecuate salaries; encourage-
ment of satisfactory schemes of appointmsent;
advisory service in the placement of public

g e - librarians, o '

Sotaifesis £TERA LELESEAER AT G
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10, Provision of direct service of hooks and guid-
ance in their use to areas and communltles yet
lacking nubllc livrary serv1ce.

[H I | KN

11, Reference “ork not involvingflengthy research,




