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LIBRARY LOOKOUT

Tssued Ouarterly by the West Virginia
Library Commission
pora Ruth Parks, Executive Secretary

am————
———

april, 1946 yol. IV, No. IV

BOCKMOPRILE! BOCKMOBILE ! BOCKMOEILE !

R P In February, the office of the Attorney
e SR _general gave a ruling on the expenditure
o ' of funds contributed by organizations and
individuals to the Library commission for
the purchase of a demonstration bookmobile.

Within twenty-four hours after the ruling
was printed in the newspapers, the Library
Commission received a telegram from one
county asking to be the first on the list
for a demonstration. Since then, two
other counties have expressed a desire to
be among the first to have 2 demonstration

b ap

Contributors to date are as follows:

University of W. Va. graduate
(anonymous) $400

Delta Kappa Gamma Sorority 75
W, Va. State Federation of Women's

LGl

Wt i

- . Clubs 100
‘ forgantown A. A. U. We 25
¥. Va. Parm Women's Council 100

100

N'QVa- Library Association
Phi Upsilon Omicron (Home Economic
- Frofessional Sorority) 10
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;Huntington women's Club 55
rlarksburg senior Social ctudies of

Washington Irving High School 50

|

1 (larksburg Women's Club 10

? . (larksburg Rotary Club 5
£ clarksbursg Quota Club 5
i glarksburg Tions GClub )
1 (larksburg college Club _10

TOTAL $880

!
i
% During the war, clubs contributed to
4 clubmebiles. special funds were raised

i for all Types of relief snd efforts werc
-4 all out for winning the war. The job
4 pefore us now is a much more difficult
i one--that of winning a peace.
i

1 At a recent meeting of the Ohlo Library
. Association, Edwin Je. Blythin, vice-

4 president of Western Rcserve University,
made the following statement-

uyibrarics must respect the integrity
of a1l ficlds of ynowledge, must keép
up with the advances in busincss and
technology, must preserve the culturc
of our day and mus?® cater to adult

cducation."

He said that there are only 2,200,000
of the 75,000,000 adult Americans who
are college graduates, and 32,000,000
adults did not complete the eightk grade.

hye take libraries for granted but
(millions of) people in the United States
do not have access to a free public
libraryeoeses The need for them is shown
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the tremendous appeal of correspondence
cgurses and Dby the fact that only four per
cent of those who start such courses com=

plete the Me n

S OU U SR PP

pookmoblles are one of our greatest
gqssests in adult educations

47 Has your organization contributed toward
& the purchase of a Demonstration Bookmobile
. for the Library Commission? Have you, as
£ gn individual, done so7?

OFFORTUNITIES AHEAD!

1 January issue of Library Lookout gave
i a report on the Library Development Fund,
and announced that Mr. Faul Howard is now
in Washington acting as Director for the
imerican Librery Associationts Federal
Pelations Frogram, Mr. Howard's activities
in behalf of the American Library Associa-
tion are made possible by contributions to

the A. I.. A, Development Funds

b g

i

"hemonstrations in Rural Library Service'
are probably the most important goal in the
Association?s ‘Federal Relations programe.

il

kil

On March 12, the Public Library Service
Demonstration Bill, H. R. 5742, S. 1©€20,
was introduced by Representative Emily
Taft Douglas and Senator Lister Fill,

b b fe

Consressman Douglas in her introduction
of the bill made these statements:

|
s S b e A
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mr. Speaker, I am today introducing a
pi1l which is modest in title and in
. guthorized expenditures but which can
‘”Topen endless vistas of a fuller lifeceeoe

"Phe bill, sponsored by the Amecrican
Librery Assoclation, provides for demon-
strations of library service in communities
which do not today possess such scrvice.

It would aunthorize to each participating
state twenty-five thousand dollars
annually for the next four years, in
order to assist state agencies to show

;‘how library secrvice can be extended

through the use of bookmobiles and library
deposits. |

"It is a shocking fact that thirty-five
million American citizens have no library
service whatsocver. More than six hundred
counties in the country (roughly one out
of five) are without a library. An equal

 number have only small librarics in the

county seats which serve no rural pcople.
Almost cvery state, in fact, has largec
arcas without any scrvicc.eses

"Experience has shown, however, that
zood rural scrvice can be provided by
using a large enough administrative arca
with a widespread system of branch 1li=-
braries, service stations, and bookmobilles.
Wherc the people have becen offered such
service, they have lcarned to valuec it and
ncver want to be without it again.,

"Books have become a necessity in an
uns table world, and we cannot afford to
deny large numbers of our people the
Chance for this basic means of education.
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yor can the big cities, with well-
stocked libraries, De oblivious to the
jack elsewhere, The citlies are forever

peing repopulated by people from the

country, and the quality of urban citil-

- genry 18 therefore dependent on the
quality of the whole countrye.

n{y a sense a library is yeast for all
the worth-while 1life of a communitys
Its services are suprlementary and 1llumine
everv cilvic and cultural project. It 1is
not competitive with other agencies, but
enriches the work of each. The scope of a

i country school is meager if the students

cannot supplement their reading beyond the
one or more basic texts. A child lacks an
sssential of growth in our modern world if

he is cut off from the intellectual leaven

of a library. Adult education, similarly,
tecomes impossible without recourse to

‘books, The wide-awake citizen is crippled

in the pursuit of his interest if he can-

" not chcck his own experience against that

of othors, whether that interecst lies in
farming, hecalth, child care, canning,
vocational guidance, scicnce, or politics.
In a country where we, thc people, are the
government, it 1s necsssary that there

~ should be authoritetive information avail-

able throughout cvery section of the land.
In an cra of vast and swift changes, 1t is
imperative that the citizens have material

.to kecp abreast of the times....

"while rural library service is spread-
ing, it is not doing so with cnough speed
to keop pace with the ncods of our time.
This bill would allow statc agencies to
give samplings of their ServiceSssse
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"1n addition to bocks, the service would
supply educational films, current maga-
zines, and pamrhlets.

"p brief analysis of the bill follows:
Purpose

"l. To provide a demonstration of

~adequate punllic library service to people

now without it or inadequately served.

"2. To provide means for studying var-
ious methods of providing public library
service primarily in rural areas and for
studying the effect of planning on an
area basis upon the development of library
service. '

Frovisions

"l. State library agencies may submit
plans for use of federal funds in demon-
strating public library service primarily
in rural arcas. These plans shall be
drawn entirely by the state agencies and
need not be uniform throughout the country.

"2. Two types of plans may be submitted:
one, calling for a basic demonstration
Using twonty-five thousand dollars per
year for four years in each state, fi-
Nanced entirely by federal funds; or, an
txpanded plan may be added to this which
Wwould allow states to match an additional
twentv-five thousand dollars to fifty
thousand dollars of federal funds annually
for four years."

|
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11 s especlally important for

tice by Hect Virginians. Our

1ke Torty-sizth in the amount of

ihrz—= scrvice available to the
ropula Tion.

The “lest Virginia Library Association
nas ayrointe the following State Federal
s6lations Ccomnmittec: ' |

vi, T Kcllam.Coordinator

‘,"I‘Q REE L@

: crerles Z. Butler, Fublicity Managcr
iss =lcanor Tamilton, Momber to inter-
prot rzsociztion's intcrests
iss Dora r.:=) Farks, Mcember to coor-

.. work ~f Library Commission with

TE
sectivitics c? committco.

writc to these peoplc for informatione.

promotc this program through your nows-

papcrs and community activitioes.

£ ONG =T VIRCINIA TLIBPRARIES
ND LiBR.RIANS -

Mr., Rcobert Harold 3imonds, formerly of
the Minneap<lis Public Tibrary Staff, has
become a member of the Kanawha County
Library staff. West Virginia librarians
are happy to welcome Mr., fimonds to the
state. :

VARICYE CCOUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY is planning
an expanded program Of service. More
space will Te available in the present

" building. ¥rs. conaway, librarian, writes
she can't sleep for planninge.
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There are interesting developments
in CABEII CCUNTY. In February, a branch
of the Huntington Library was opened in

}ﬁlton@ In April, a branch of the

mntinston Library was opened in Barbours-
yille. These branches are supported by
sppropriations from the county court of
cabell County. Other municipalities are
asking the Huntington Librarian, Mrs.
pradford, how and when service can be
available to their communities. Cabell

county'!s "Friends of the Library" are a

group of people whose interest in library
development is an inspiration. :

In McDOWELI COUNTY, committees,
appointed at a November meeting of
representatives from all parts of the
county, have beon busy studying differ-
ent types of library service which is in
opcration over the country. An effort
is being made to determinc thc most suit-
able type of service for that arcae.

In MCNQCNGALIA COUNTY, the AAUW study
group took library deveclopment as 1ts
topic of study. A committee intcr-
viewed members of the Waitman Barbe
Library Board and members of the city
government as their first point of
departurc. The second meeting was onc
for comparing resuvlts from intervicws,
The committec then asked for a rcading
list to be prcpared by the Library Com-
mission which would give information on
Specific problems within thc county. A
third mccting was a discussion of the |
advantages of county-wide library servicc.
Hembers of other organizations werc
invited to this meeting, and a film,
showing a county library in operation,




4as the basis for discussion., A fourth
.eebing was a panel discussion, which in-
;hﬁﬁd representatives from various

county and municipal groups, for the
ourpose of getting as many points of

yiew as poscible before as many people

as possible. A committee has been
appointed to do some specific follow

yp work and the May meeting of the
sssociation will be devoted to library
problems in thils county and plans for

the next year for continued participation
of AAUN in working out these problems.

[TV

~ Mr. Haught, Chairman Library Board,
BUCKEANNCN, writes: :

FRILY

"Tf 1t comes within the range of
your field of service, I will appreciate
1t if you will provide us elither with a
model set of by-laws for library boards,
or with a copy of what you consider &
% good set of by-laws in use by some well
2 organized board." (We sent Hall, Library
Trustee. Experience has shown theT the
by-laws in this book are adaptable to

almost any situation)

i
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Mr.. Haught continues:

"vou will be interested to learn that
we have recently completed rainting the
Interior of our librarye... Beginning
In February, we enlarged our program to
include evening hours, seven to nine
o'clock, four evenings in the week,
Tuesday through Friday."

b i
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From PADEN CITY:

~'"It would be greatly appreciated 1if
Jou would send us any information you

& %‘i“?mwEeﬂ‘H-ﬁm?swwwm@mw@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmmwkw oy
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pave available regarding (establishing

g library) also whether it would be

possible to obtain state aid."

The Commission will be able t o advise
by correspondence and field visits in
this case. It can send a collection of
five hundred books for use in getting a
seyvice started, but there arc no state
sid funds available for assisting in the
development of library service in West
virginia. The number of calls which come
to the Commission for State Aid indicates
that many counties would organize county
1ibraries if they had the benefit of
some assistance from the statec.

The sketch of the library on the cover
is the RICHWOCD PUBLIC LIBFARY (Nicholas
County) and was drawn by Lois Thompson.

"The subject and need of a Public Library
had often bcen discussed in Richwood, but
nothing definite was undertaken until the
Spring of 1942, At that timc the problcm
of juvenile delinguency becoming more and
more evident, the mayor and council then
inadffice, made plans to combat it by pass-
ing a recsolution to the offect that 'a
public 1library should be immediately
organizcd under the name of RICHWOOD
PUBLIC LIBRARY and thereafter operate for
the usc and benefit of the peoplc of the
City of Richwood.! It was an entirely
new vonture for Richwood, but one that
;hgs proved to be both popular and worth-
while °

- "Mhe City Council made financial pro-
vVision for the organizing and opcrating
of the library with an appropriation of
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2,000 for the first year, and has con-
mﬁuod to finance it with ycarly appro-

{mqatlons, The administration and
opcration of the library was delegated to
 the Richwood Organizational Camp, Inc.,
g nonprofit corporation, organizcd for

- the purposc of opcrating recrcational

centers, camps, ctc., and whosc mcembecr-

% ship consists of roprescntatives from
i cach busincss corporation, civic, and
" re¢ligious group in the c1tyo

"The board of directors of the Richwood
organizational Camp, Inc., immediately
took steps to cerry out the plans of the
ity Council iIn establishing a Public
Library., A Librery Committee was ap-
rointed and work was started on the pro-
jects A room in the E. E. Buck Building
on Bast Main Street was rented, overhauled
and made ready for use. Arrangements for
tables and chairs were made, and books
were ordered. Accordingly, after several
months of planning and labor, the first
Fublic Iibrary in Nicholas County was
opened to the public on August 14 and
15, 1942, The real business of function-
1ng as a llbrary began on Auvust 16 and

“has continued since.

"Wumerous civic groups, the Nicholas
County Roard of Educqtlon, the local Figh
School and instructors, church groups,
lodges, and 1nnumerable individuals gave
both moral and financial assistance to
the projects

"The Library had not long been in
Operation until it began to experience
growing pains. More shelf spece was



[ VI VSN

1T LTI

1

o 1Ml ol g

it

g uc}reaa&,n §

pecessary and the Vocational Training
1 plass of the Richwood High School built
“penches and a magazline rack,

"mrom an original book stock of 770
pooks, the number has grown to approxi-
mately 4,000, Twenty-six adult and

.children's magazines are received regu-
larly and the library is a regular

porrower from the West Virginia Library
commission, having borrowed and circu-
lated over a thousand books from the

i commission during the past year. The

circulation averages between 1,200 and
1,500 books each month which maintains
a real live interest 1in the library.

"additional service offered by the
Library includes a Story Hour for
children each Saturday morning. This
work is under the direction of the
Librarian, Mrs. Hopkins Reese, and has
been ably supported by the Richwood
Girl Scouts, students of the High School,
and others,

"The Lihrary is open the afternoon and o
evening of each week day, with Story Hours- .
each Saturday morning."--Mrs, Hopkins Reese

NEWS FROM OUR BORROWERS

The collection of books at the Commission
is for three purposes, le. People without
any library service may borrow from the
Commission, but this service will never be
as adequate as it could be if furnished at
the county level., - 2. Libraries and clubs
may borrow large collectiong of books to
stimulate interest in the development of
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! 1ibrery service within their county.
3, The Commission acts as a clcaring

nouse for spccific reference questions
from over the statcs

In March, a brief survey was made of
reading bv counties from the Commission
collection for the past eight months.

111 cxcept seven of the fifty-five countiocs
in the stete had used the collection dur-
ing that period.

18 counties borrowed from 1-50 books
4]

8 f n n 50“100

9 " ] 1t 100‘_,200 L]
6 i it n 200-200 it
1 county " "o 300-2400 "
1 it 1} u 403“500 1

5 counties " »  500-1000 "
Counties which borrowed the largest
numbcr of books werc BRrooke, Mershall,
Calhoun, Boonc, and Cabell, Necxt in linc
were Nicholas, Roasnc, Mason, Taylor,
Freston, Wyoming, Groenbricr, and Kincral.

The fact that the number of books sent
out into thc stato has doubled during the
past two years, indicates tha® pzople read
according to the amount oY ztimulacion
they receive for reading and trai books
must be available, it peopie ars expscted
to read., The Commissaoa ccllacuicn 18
only four years old., buv use oI 10 has
increased steadily since its beginning.

[

BURLINGTON: "The books were enjoyed
and w3 FS6T that this is a grand oppor-
tunitvy for a great deal of reading. We
are verv grateful.” | |
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COTTAGEVILIE: "Will you please advise
to the manner ir which the Weeat Virginia
pibrary Commission operates? I am a far-
wer, in a rural district, and a lover of
pooks. IS 1t possible for me to have

 ccess to books via mail?"

our answer: "We are enclosing leaflets
ghich explain services of the Commissione.
please remit in stamps when postage 1is
involved, since the Commission does not

- handle cashs

hye prefer that you ask for books on a
ziven subject rather than titles Dbecauce
our staff is limited, and the books are
in constant circulation over the states
Thece two factors make it impossible for
us to guarantee specific titles to an
individual. However, if you send us a
list of sevcral titles which you desire,
perhaps some of the titles will be
svailable when you wish them."

oy MARTINSVILIE: "Please send mc for
the month of March: Onc World, Wendell
Wilkic; one recent good biography-~-Itve
had Carver, Hull, Eisenhour--onc good
recent rcligious book.

A TRIFUTE TO MISS MERRILL

Cn April 1, Miss Julia Wright Merrill
retired from active library work. Since
Miss Yerrill plans to make her home in.
Cincinnati, those of us from West Virginia
who are near enough Cincinnatil to visit or
shop there, are glad to know that we can
see Miss Merrill now and then.
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Library development in West Virginia
nas been influenced by her. From the

~time the legislature authorized a Com-
~mission in 1929, she had been available
for advice. Moreover, she has made
yisits to the state to assist with plan-
ning. Always, when new legislation was
~desired, Miss Merrill was ready with just
the type of outline which was needed. “
~Our good library laws, which are really

second to none in the country, are dus in
part to information which Miss Merrill
was able to give to those who drew up the

experiences from all over the country
werc at her finger tips,

ATTENTION LIBRARIANS

A Library Institute, sponsored by The
fler tern Rescrve University School of
Library Science and the Ohio State Li-
brary, will be held at the Western
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio,
July & through July 20, This type of
in-service training is especially |
attractive to those librarians who arc
unable to leave their posts long cnough
to finish a complete course in library
Science., It is helpful to the trained
experienced librarian, bccause it affords
Quick refresher information and ideas for
New projects. ‘

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSCCIATION meets
in Buffalo, New York, June 16-20. Eleven
West Virginia Librarians are alrcady mak-
ing plans to be there. Make your rescrva-
tions early. Hotels are crowded., It |

‘bills. Because her office was a clearing.ff;
house for public library: problems, many
‘mistakes were avoided. Results and
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gpould bc a grand mecting--the first

sincc Milwaukcc in 1942, ic havc a big
job ahcad of us. Join with others of
thc profession in working out our rcal
pos t-war problems .

#isg Nancy Matthows, childrent's Librarian,

ohio County Library, Wheeling, and the West

yirginia Chairman of the Childron's Library
pssociation has asked that this announce-
mont be made in Library Lookouts

"yhen you join the American Library
pssociation, you (may) autometically
vocomc a member of the children's Library
pssociation, at no additional fee. When
£i11ing out ALA membership blanks, though,
bo surc to indicate in thc propor placo,
your dcsire to be affiliated with the
Division of Librarics for Children and .-
Young Fcoplc, Public Library Scetion,
children's Library pAssociation. Lot!'s
sce the namcs of all West Virginia
Children's Librarians in tho ALA Hand-
book, and in thc Division Dircctoryl
Anyone who wishes to bocome a membor,
plcase notify Miss Matthows "




