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NEY YEALR RESPOI'SIBILITILS

At this begimning of a New Year librarisns in
jest Virgirie may well take stocl: of aceomplishments
in the year just past end then plan a new working
program to forwcrd the sorvices of libraries in the
months ahead.

One of the first problems in 2ll librories is
that of financs. Have you mads a study of your
budgetary necds for 19447 1In a uscful library hand-
book, The Small Public Library, is this statement:

"It is the library board end not the
librorien who holds the responaibility for
reising adequeote funds to carry on library
servicc. Upon the trustezs rests the nced to
mold public opinion to an understending of the
placc the library should held in the conm rantiy
and to analyze the neads of the present and
plan wisely for the futurc. %With recl und-r-
standing ond foith in the library project no
bo“rﬂwvould hesitate to ask for adequa e public
support."

Every librorian cnd bozrd of trustoes workinrg
together should conmsider the basic stondards for
1“br"rlos in areas the sizc of their cwn, moke o
etniled budget to meet the requircments of such
stondards, and should present the bucdget requasting
ublic fu .ds for public llbr.rj service under thes
-dndards to the proper goverring ~uthority.
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Viork on budget requests should berin carly in
the yetr so that all preliminaries can be taken
care of before the deadlines for town, city or
county budgets.

Every library necds & body of friends of the
library helping to arousc public opinion favoring
gdequete public support for library servires, You
will find progressive, clear visicned perse ns in
vour community willing to speak to authoritics in
bohalf of better budgets for better library service.
Seek out these friends and enlist their support.
Organized comnunity groups, clubs, and lodgss are
‘often willing to submit rosolutions to officers
in the promotion work for better librrriss. It
takes only th2 time ond interest of o w1l informed
librarian, trusteec or friend to internret the library
needs to the group. Can you ret the mattor of a
better library budget presented to lseders in syour
town?

STATE PLANS

At its mecting on December 15th the Vest Vir-
ginia Stete Planning Board acuthorized the establish-
ment of a library committee to work out wars and
aeans of improving inadequate Library focilitics
in the state. The board heard a tclk given by
Hre ¥W. P. Kellam, cheirnan of the Tiest Virginia
Library Cormission, on existing librory service in
fest Virginia. Mr. James Fo Ferry, Exocutive Secrc=-
tary of the Planning Board reports thet procc:dure
for cappointment of the committee is now underway and
1t is expected their study will begin soon.

. This post-war library plenning moveomsnt holds
‘hope for the future, particularly throush plamming
?OP improvement of stote-wide library service. There
'S need for revision of the stote library loaw, necd



por state aid for public library service in every
county and more acutely in the third of the counties
of West Virginia that have no local public library
service whatever and there i1s need for an increase
in appropriation for the Library Commission for

work in extending its facilities.

In addition to its part in state library develop-
nent each library may have plans for the .~xpansion
of its own service: for new additions or building,
for bookmobile or branch service, for a separate
¢children's department or work in adult. education or
other growth in service which should be written into
cormunity post-war plans. Your local plenning
committees are formulating projects for public improve-
ment after the war. The library should be prepared,
at least, to participate in the possible fulfillment
of such & program. Has the need for improvement
in the library been called to the attention of these
key men? Is the local planning committee drawing up
blue prints for better library service in your town?

For study of your local plan we refer you again
to, Post-war Standards for Public Librariss, a pam=
»blst costirg .1.50 published by the American Library
Association, 520 North lichiren Av-~nue, Chicaro,
I1linois. It can be borrowed from the Library
Commission for & short period loan. /e will anpreciate
your sending us information of your local library

»lans for development.
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RURAL *ST_§{RGINIA

"Our whole club and even community enjoyed the
books I am returning. I think this library system
is a god-send to country peopls who enjoy reading.”
It is a farm woman fronm Swiss, Yest Virginia, speaking,
one of many rural club women who are enjoying the
services from the Viest Virsinia Library Commission.



Books nre lonned directly to individunl
gsidents of the stote who have mo locenl librories
‘por ours is o service by mnil. The request comes
‘4o us by postal cird or letter ond the bocks arc
~mt by parcel post. So the library Commission
1ibrr.rv os close to every borrower as his mail

is &
ox. The only cost is o fow cents for postego.

Throush the cooperatior of liss Zertrude
~urmbhrevs, 3tote Lander, llome Demonstrotionr Tork,
Ag}iculturnl Trtonsion Service in llact Virrinie, R
of Countr Iomu Denorstration A sents and of lecder:
in the stots Fam omeonts Burenu, & protror: of
reedine is offered by the Library Commissien to
211 Form Vioman's Club mombers. Tho boolr list, ‘
"Call to the Colors",,is cveilable in evor: county -
~nd recding leaders in tho vorious clubs ars scleet-
ing titles to suit their study of wor problems ond
“post wor issues. Reerantion lecders have made wide
of the list, "Rexading for Fun", ond s oz cre

ing their friends ond neirhbors about the book
lendirg sorvices from the Zibrary Commissions

Ced

Montion of the Comrmission rondins sarvicaes hos
aapcarcd In the paper Wost Virginie IFParn Hows,
from month to month which hog cttrocted mi;f‘now
orrowers to Library Ceommission servie:s. Thoy

urite such grotoful notus s thee::

(o

M,
:

2 o.vo having such o mood ting rending
tnd some of tho women heve not pot throurh
with their books. I om csking you to ecxtund

our loan.

9

"Seven of our form wemen rc:é ths boolk you

sent ne tnd thev all ask for mors becks."
n . P . ; .
I czrtainly did endjoy thz three bhoolis 1

T ormailinge to vou toder, ognacially Indocor
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gardner, thourh soeh onc wos fo0C. jotelat il
H : e AN
For tho opportunity of maldns heoks oveilohle

to form wome:n !

-

"The books I cm roturning were inde:d o
. i
grent pleosurs, T went four mors.
"psva books for childreon werc ircluded in
our last club lJoan. The childron enjor: d these
so much that I'm wondering if "ou could scnd

us some o "
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The Libror: Commission stefl would like to
ro&ck nany mors ncople in the state who do nct
llbr rics closo ot rand. The Linriry bO}"i -
sion belongs to all th: rosidents of tho stav

who pey for it through toxus sad to gut tiw good
We ar: counting on «ll of you to relp us ntke our
services knovm throughout liest Vir"‘ﬂl

/i1l vou pot the irTornntion rolllnv along

the cvonuss in vour scction? Phene the rurel
ministar, write your P. T. Ao fricnd in the

conl mining camd, t21ll tho foramént ot the lumber
m111, sce that the district cheirnen of the Yorman's
Club lmows, —ention it to the villogs postristrass,
5211 the club presidnt, sse thet a pross rots

gots into tho county se-t wookly. Hural fust
Virginie wants to ronde .ill vou heln to let then
Imow that books craz svailable for the zsking @

the Viest Vlr"lnlw Librery Commis SlOW”

el

YNCY WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARTS

Lérkout is oC the 01d :arlot Toussc in Slenhordstomm
thi()h O~uQ s the Pnbl:\_c Libroy M7 Both the bull(.lng

of money spent thoy ars cll on titled to b: borrovcrse

Th= covor sketch for this issue of the Library
fstagadiidai'
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~d the librar;s hav: & ver interesting history
Co I'v Iima releotes in the folloving

r
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The Slhepherdstown Public Librar

"The Public Library of Shenherdstovm
recently ceslebrated 1its ftwonty-first birti-
deze  On October 21st, 1622 members of the
newly orranizad lioman's Club, Ilrs. william

3., Snyder, oresicdent, met with Iiss lar- L.
Titcord to disauss their najor nrojeect, the
ling of & public librory. ifiss Titcemb

v well lmovm {isure in lihrory circles,
cvine ostablished in T oshinston County,

t, the fir«t troavelline libhrorr in the

From thot meeting ond from the dreams of
the women there »nresent has omersed the sub-
stantiel reality of o libroar:- of more than

G800 wvolwres, opsn to the public four tircs
each weeck, conductine story hours for chilcdren,
rnd sporsorin~ art exhihity cd concerts for
the »necople of ths cormmurit; .

The librar: has olwoys beoen housad in
int clc bu11c1ﬂr in tho centre of Kinc
t, erccted in 130C for uvse oz o norlet
z. Tho Yomon's Club provic:s ho %, 1i'ht
jonitor service ond “l°o contributes to
the book fund.

(DH

Throu:h the yretrs virious beaus
bsen mode to the librory ond it ho
to function with no fincncinl ©
county or stotse A cront holp hos

custom of on2 intecrosted fllCh. who rivoes
lovel:- hoolz:s scvernl timas ench ronr o5 o
memoriel to her Thusghmnd, TL: 1i%rery cormit-
is seclaocted from the ~""'c*\"n'::. Clubh -nd
‘ri=zg on all the worl: of the libror-.




s one cf secveral club women who pive
.s libroarian in the Shopherdstowm
1ibrarys  The librory serves an arce of cbout 980
—Oguluth" end operctes on o eoxpencditurs of 35

g3r capltas In a yoar the circulation amounts to
elmost 7,000 volumss.

irse. Lyme 1
their scrvices o

s of the West Virginia Librory Cormission:
P. Kellam; trs. R, C. Ringgeld, lrs. Otis

son, Frs. Ullvcr Shurtler? :nd Mrs. umllv
r an
r

ary, were p”lVll”F”d to ottt bnd the "coming of
blTﬁhLuV celebration (complete with cake wnd
n"alﬂs) while they werc in Shepherdstowm for o
board muetirge. At the Vomon's Club mooting Iliss
Johnson addressod the rroup. The Cormission

also visitcd the Shepherd Stotc Tenchers! Collepe
where Mr. Kzllom spoke at the corvocation and

they were luncheon guests of lirs. R. C. Rinegold

at her beautiful home, Bellevuc, on the Potomenc
River.

,‘

ISL SELECTIGE

"Boys tnd mirls loowr whot thov lilks,
But they arc immctur:. They arc not
cwere of their own poturtinl reoading
interests until wo who arc older bring
them in cortact with many verisd nossi-
bilities. Ther they find their own.
And they oxperience the thrill of porsonal
discovery omong book - Helen Ferris.

If w2 tre to build the futuro for boys and
zirls threuph books it is our raspors ibility =os
librorions to selcct books for the children's
Scetion with grent carce To do this svery
ibrorian needs to havs ot hond some rood book
3clecting zcids.

')
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. Librariens will find crclosed o list of cids
celled, "True Blu: Books for Boys cnd Girls," in
‘qogronrl +to blus color. Any of thosc tools which
you DUy will be volusble guides in choesing books
ror childrer. Bvery libraricn will went to hove
govercl of them to use in wise spending of her
book budgcte

At the scme time -s you orc adding rood nCW
books vou will nced tc be discording old, 10
out books that hav: pesscd their period of
uscfulnoss. To bkolp you to detormine which bhooks
should bs weeded out from your children's shelves,
o hich bocks to dispose of, tec sell for 0ld poper,
rind onclosuzd ©.lso "Thn Blwcwllst."

Ve are sending you, too, o boolr list cclled,
"Children's Books Suggcsted es Gifts," published by
the Now York Public Library. Tho list includes now
publications as well as some old frvorites. You
will enjoy using it os = check list for purchss:s.

OTHZR FHCLOSURES

To public libr-riars we ars ngnin smalng
sevorel issuss of "Readsrs' Choice of Bost Books"
to rive you o somple book list issued &s o port of

the Wilson Library Bulleotin. The list will not
bs sent aptin so if you 11“V to usc it perhops you

can sperd some of the library's petty o“sh funds for
2 subscription to the Bulletin., Order from the .
7, Wilson Company, 950-872 University Av.nue, Neow
York 52, N. Y. The cost is one dollar a yeor.

For some of the lar~er libreories that hove
speeinlized collections we hove onclosod conies
of "A Rosder's Guide to Bducaticx,” o scleeoted
tnd annotatod list of books -~hout the b-ckground -
ond problems of Americon sducttion. The brochurs
is SPOhsored by the etional JZductticon Associction

\
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and the Book-ofl-the-month Club. It has an introduction
b;ﬂDorothy Crmficld risher, Any librory ret recoiviing
. copy mey, 1f of us2, roquest the some of the

Librory Cormicsion.

The leaflet, "Becks By linil," is for information
crd publicity use. Limitcd quantities noy boe hod on
request for distribution to individucls ond grouns

jn your scction.

"Chine Beol: Heck™ is o list nroparod te heln you
calsbrate the special week, larch 25 - 31. Through
“omphasis glvern in lidbrories to China ond her nchicve=
nents moeny more pzople will come to ktiow cnd under-
stond our ally in the Far East. Any boelr on the list
~is available for your use frem tho Vest Virginiz
Livrary Commission., /

Residents of the state who live in cormmunitics
that have o public librory may cosk their librerians

to send to the Library Commission for the bocks they .
went to rond if the books arec not aveileble locally.,
The bock is sent to the library nnd is checkod out

to the borrower by ths libreric-. This is the inter-’
librory loan system ond it nakes eny bock in the
Librory Corrmissien cvailoble to evary person in your
Ubrery arce. Wo invit: librarians te trks cdventore
of this scrvic: for thair patrors,

The list of roligicus boocks will b of intercst
to som2 of your borrowsrs for pra-B ster recding, Any
ook on the list moy bz had from the Librory Commise
sion,

NIV OFFICERS V. VA, L. A.

Dzspitc the difficultics cf wor time travel scome
irty libroricns, trustees and fricnds attonded
¢ cne deoy cornferunce of the Vlest Virgivic Librory
ociction in Chorleston on Octobsr 28th. Sconning
register it wrs neotod thot six collenes, two

jo g

cf p= ot of
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tatc 1%5rari@s, six public libraries, and a high
had

Fighlighting the osrogran was o talk given at
s joint luncheen mooting with schcol librarians
g tke S. bBe A. b Miss Lucile Farro, profussor in
shg Schocl of Library Science, Wwestosrm Raserve
miversity, Cleveland, Ohie, whose topic was, "The
fth Fraedom, the Frendeom to Read."

New State Library Asscciaticn officers electoed
gere: lHr. v, P. Kellam, Librerian ilost Virginia
University, President; liiss Isobsl Lynch, Acting-
ithrerien, Kanawha County Public Library, Vice-
sresident; NMiss Imma Parsors, Librarien Fairmont
state Teachsars Collere, Treasurcr; end Misa Florenco
Pezse, Instructor in Library Sciurce, Wost Virpinia
tniversity, Secrstary. #iss Rosa Oliver, Librarian
of Marshall Collego, was chosen as the state repro-
sentative on the A, L. A. Council.

Adding a sccial nctoe te the conferonce thoe
members weore ilnvited te aftermcon tee 2t thoe [Tanavwha
County Public Library, russts of Biss Isobel P.
Limch and her staff.

Since the meeting ths Lxscutive Committee
7as institutad a system of cx:changs of duplicate
boocks. Two bocklists h"?“ already bezn sent out
to Yiest Virginia librarians by the president who
S“rmounces thet the only requirement for partici-
pating in the exchangs program is membership in the
4msoci°tion. rnual rcmbership dues of 1.00 are
fyable to the treasurer.

TRUZ LIZBARIIN? JOIN A. L. A.

Miss Hency lMatthews is serving this year as
~~~~~~ tbership chairmen of the Fiddle Atlantic States
for the Children's Library Divisicon ¢f the American
Librs .ry Association. Iiis~ Matthews, who is tho
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children's Librarien, Qhio County. Public Library,
mpeeling, invites all librarians in lest Virginia
interested in Children's library work to send in to
wer thelr membershlps for the calendar year of 1944
ond she has sent this notice for inclusion here:
"CALLING ALL CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS! DNow
ig the time to become a member of the Children's
Library Division of A.L.A. You may do so by
paying your regular A.L.A, Dues and indicating
on your membership blanks your wish to join the
Children's Division. Affiliation entitles you
to get help for your work, to vote for Newbery
and Caldecott awards, and to have your name in
the A.L.A. Handbook and the Directory of the -
Division. HIembership blanks and information may
be obtained by writing Miss Mancy Matthews,"

- Miss Althea H. Warren, President of the American
Library Association, has put it this wa}y:

"There a re only two reasons for joining any
association. One is because you believe there is
important work whick can be done by united effort.
The other reason is because the associatiom you

join holds promise of being able to accomplish
that important work,"

A11 of which mey be a reminder to us that
librariens who haeve a real regard for their profes-
sion become members of their national professional
essociation, the American Library A ssociation. - Dues
are scaled in salary brackets. If you are paid 31200,
4 year or less, your Aol oA, dues are $2.,00; if wlSOO»
is your salary the dues are $3.00 and so on. On '
paying dues you can designate if you wish part of
your dues to apply to the Children's Division, the
Library Extension Division or other. All who have
Peid dues receilve as part of their membership a

subscriptton to the A.L.A, Bulletin. To broaden
your vision of library work you'll wend to get this




rofessional journal and recd it to xeep abreast of
the times 1n your chosen fizld.

LIBRARIANGHIP AS A CAREER

, When you have occasion to supply reading
qoterials for young women investigeting carecrs, it
will be o real service to the profession if you
present something on libroarianship.

The September issuc of Mederoiselle covtained
o popular article, "Passing the Book', now issued os
s reprint by AJL.L. It comes at o time whon shortnge
of librarians is felt in meny librories ond so con
we used effcctively in interesting qualified young

™ W

womon 1T TTOTLLy worke

A very useful ncw book on the subject is, Public
Libraries in the Life of the HNation, by Beotrice
Tossoll. Published by A.Lesi. ot 1450 It interprects
the profession for young college pcople. The anpendix

lists nccredited Library Schools. |

NEVSHOTLE

From newspaper clipnings of the past month and
from other sources the Library Lookout has rcceived
naws fro-~ libraries over the state:

Woston - Plans were completed at o racent neeting
of the Library Board and County Court for painting
the intcrior of the Lowis Bennett Memoricl Library.

South Charlcston - Christmas stories told by HMrs.
Joscph Kraft were sresented at the story telling hour
on Deccember 18th.




Morgantown -« Calls for non-~fiction in the Woitmo
Borbe Library have more than doubled during the past

vl T e

Morgantovm - The West Virginia Library Commission
staff entertained at a Christmas tea on December 4tH
librarians, trustccs and friends in the city.

Grafton - The Eastern Stor Vioman's Club, sponsors
of the Public Library, celebrated Book erk by hav1ng
an opon house and candlelightteoa. NMrs. Mertha lioore
end Miss Clara Be Johnson of the State Library Commise
sion attended their rogular club meeting and liss

Johnson spoke on the Book Veek theme, "Build the
Futurc With Boolis."

Charleston - Before Christmes a colloction of
dolls from all parts of the world werc on Othblt
ettthe Konawhoa Counth Publie Library.

DATES IN TIE LIBRARY CALENDAR

Janusry 16 = 22. Stato Safety Weok.

January 17, Bonjomin Franklin's birthday.

Feature books 2bout Froanklin cs his, Jutobiogra-

January 17 - 24, Thrift Yook,

Exhibit books on conservation and thrift and

connect with books about Bonjamin Franklin, the
groat advocate of thrift.

January 19. Robert E. Lee's birthday. _
Observance may be carried out in both adult and
Juvenile departments. The Library Commission
has to lond, Gamaliel Bradford's, Lee the American;
Douglas S. Freeman's, Lec's Licutenants (two
volumes) and Bello Mosos' Gray Knight/4

oAz




AnUATry 21. Stonewall Jackson's birthday.

of particular interest to Vest Virginio renders
becousc he wns o native son and has associaftions
in the state. Berrow from the Library Commis-
sion; Honry Kvd Douglas, I Rode With Stonewnll;
G. Fe R. Henderson's, Stonewnll Jockson ond the
Americon Civil ¥lary Allen Tato's, Stonownll
Jockson, the Good Soldier; ond Julia Davis',
Stonewall,

January 30. The birthdey of our president, Fronklin
D. Rooscvelt,

February 7 - 12. Boy Scout Anniversary iock.

A good time to stress tho uso of boys' boolks ond
to invite displays of model airplencs and other
hobby oxhibits. '

Febpuary 7 = 12, MNotional Drame Vieel.

- February 7 - 12, Negro History Woelz,

 February 1l Thomas A.‘Edison's bifthda\.

We hove Vim. A. Simonds', i Boy Vith Edison; ond

Vimé H. Meadowecroft's, Boy's Life of Ldiscn. to
loan if you nezd them.

~ Pebruary 12. Abrohom Lincoln's birthdoy.
| From the Libroary Commission you can borrow John
Drinlwater's Abroham Lincoln, a Play and
biographies of Lincoln for children by the
following cuthors: the d'iulaires, Jeomes
Daugherty, Enid L. MHeadowcroft, Helen Nicoley,
Carl Sandburg, ond Ida ll. Tarbolle

Pebruary 14. St Volentine's Day.

I3

ebruary 22. George VW-shington's birthday.
By o Vlest Virgiris cuthor, Chorlos H. dmbler is,
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George Washington and the Vest.  Another book 5
for adults is Emily S. Yhiteley's, Washington and
His Aides-de-camp. For children you may borrows
the d'Aulaire's, George Washington; Jeanette
Eaton's, Leader by Destiny; and Frederick T.
Hill's, On the Treil of Washington.

mehruary 20 - 26, Brotherhood Weel.

Adlress the "Mational Council of Chrlstlans and
Jews, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City, for
leaflets and free materials,

T vy

T RIS

February 23. Ash Wednesday: The first cay of Lent.

Make attractive exhibits of relirious bocks for

Lenten reading. 3=2e the Library Cormission list
enclosed for books available hereyd

March 15. Andrew Jackson's birthday.

For boys and girls the Library Commission has
Helen Nicolay's Andrew Jackson, The Fighting

President; Jamas and lMarquis, The Courageous

Heart; and Auguste Stevenson's, Andy Jackson.

March 25 - 31. China Book ‘lecek, :

Follow the pattern set up ecrlier for Brltlsh
Book Waeks Llobilize library resources for o
Chinese information progrrms The We Va. Library
Commission has to loan any book on the enclosed
list prepared especially for the weeck. For
additionnl information ses the A.L.A. Bulletin ﬂ
for Januerv 1944 and issues to come. Also get j
Library VWar Guide. Address lir. Paul Howard, i
Chief, Library Progrrm Division, Office of Wer
Information, Washington 25, D. C. '

Aoril 9. Easter Sunday.
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