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LIBIARY LOOICUT ‘

Issued Nuarterly by the West Virginia
Library Commission
clara B. Jolnson, Executive Secretary

October, 1943 » ‘ Vol 2, Voe 2

LIBRARIANS TO [iB%4

The Ylest Virginia Library Association will meet
‘por o one day conference on Friday, Octobder 29th, in
Charleston at the St. larks I'ethodist Church. All . %
librarians in the state are invited to attend. Please =
consider this your nersonal notice. PO X

Mrs. W. Heo Conaway, president of the state associ=
_ation, has prepared the folloving announcement:

"Notices of the annual meeting of the lest Vir- .
rinia Library Association are being mailed this week -
‘to librarians over the state. : e

The progran will begin Friday morning 2% ten
o'clock. Ir. W. P. Fellam, Chairman of the state
Library Cormission, will give a report of zccomplish-
ment and present plans for the future. lirs. Edward
ieclin, president of the Better Library llovenent in
Yest Virginia, will outline objectives for the work
of local groups in the stote-wide movement and Miss
Clara B. Johnson, Executive Secretary of the Vest Vir--
ginia Library Commission, will speak rogarding the =
librory extension program. s

At noon the group will feccssvto asttend a joint -
luncheon mecting with the mombers of the Library
Scction of the State Educction Associntions




45 Lucile Fargo, professor in the Scheol of Library
jence, Western Resarve University, Cleveland, Ohio,
w1l be the guest speaker.

Following the luncheon & business maeting will ‘
ve held with reports of committees and election of

officerse

- It is hoped that every librarian, trustee and
friend of the library who possibly can attend this
meeting will do so. All librariens, trustees, and ..
?ﬁﬁends of the library are sligible for membership in .
“he West Virginia Library hAssociation and are urged. .
to join this state professional group. PR

R e e If we are to accept the challenge to librarians
nd assume the responsibllity forced upon us by the -
or We must~unite,our»ef£orts«thaﬁ.librarie54hera_

mey serve the people effectively ,’f‘alfﬁiit:;

‘ Mrs. Conaway will have the Daniel Boone Hbf61 } f~‘
'in Charleston as her headquarﬁers. R P

CALL TO -TFE COLCRS

Attention! The red, white and blue bbok'ligt;;;w ;;i
snclosed is for your use. We invite librariens to

“zive it o prominent place on the top of your desks ..

and call it to the attention of cvery adult horrower
‘vho comes %to your library. et

A1l the books listed are in the West Virginia ... .-
Library Commission book collection. They are aveil=
able to your korrowers through our inter-library -
loon system. The librarien -sends a postal or letter.. -
requesting the particular title desired by hewv patron .
(best list several choices) and we mail the book to
vou for o one month loan. The only charge is postage -
special book rote 3¢ for the first pound and 1¢ for i
cach additional pound. You, then, check the book out

Yo your borrower who rsgquested it and to others, too,

if you cen do so within the month. -
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This is a call to the war effort. Promota
g6 of books on international understanding, on reports ﬂ
grom the battle fronts, on problems of potce naking

¢ post-war nlenning. Do your pert to have people
1nyéur town well informed.

ize.

KNOY WEST VIRGIMIA LIBRARIES

The Huntington Public Library featured on the :
cover of the Library Loolkout in this issue serves an

area of 97,500 Nopuaation, It has a book stock of
35,000 volumes and last yeor circulatad 98,256 bookse
There are Six persons con the library stalf with Mrs.
padelyn M. Bradford, 1ibrarian. The library has
oaerated on & budget of ebout $17,000. with a promise |

of an increase for next ycaere.

The'follcwing”statomenﬁﬂabputwthe libréry Wgs  ‘ff’ ?
written by Mrs. Bradford: T e e

"Phe Huntington Public Library first opened its
doors to the public on April 7, 1202, in a small store
“room of Fourth Avenue, moving into the present library
building in 1903, Until 1934 the library served &s
& city library only but sincs thot time it has beem
& county library. Irom thz beginning the library has |l
been administared by the Board of BEducation, first T
wmder the Board of BEducation of the City of ITuntington
snd lotor under the Board of Education of the County
of Cabell.

In July 1942 the Huntington pPublic Library em-
barked on & progrem of exponsion which hod as its oo
eim the developmont of now sorvices and the oxtension
of these sarvices to the entire county. Toward this .
end o complote rcorgenization of depertments has been ..
effectad. TR

This summer sow the opening of the new Refer=-
ence Room on the second floor and in a few weeks the
Rsading Room, complotely renoveted, will be opened
88 the Circulation Dopartment.
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There are other plans for improvements 1n the
me People's Department and for the esteblishment
f Profensmnal Librery and lounge for tcachers of

1oll Counby end for & Department of Local and West
ireinia History. The librarv hos quite a large
ﬁ oction of West Virginia mateorial, most of which

«3 collected by lMiss Lewis fHorvey, former librarian.
hese latter :mprovcmr*nts, must in port, howcvor,
arit the ond of +the war for I‘Gwllai\.thI‘o

THE LIBRARY I¥ TFE COITMUNITY

—— S——— 2 o . TIPS

Miss Isobsl P. Lynch, acting librorion of the
rrncwho, County Public Library, Cherloston, brings us
his interesting report of the Chicago institute
dich she and liiss Whlto of hor s‘cc.ff attonded.

"The Institute conducted by the Greducte ler..ry

his past summer proved to be the 1= rgest yet helds
he chief reason for such good attondance was porhmas
he broad appoal of the topic 'The Library in the
ormunity.! Over 200 librarisns from the United State
end Canade registered for tho series of meetingse

The timeliness of discussing the librerians’
role in community life in these times gocs olmost
iithout soying. We as 'librerions are daily chelleng-
*d with the task of doing much with little. Just how
much can be dore was brough’c out many times ovor by |
he various institute speakers.

To cite only f‘ew wst'mces of this point onei
rht mention IMiss Larv Rothrock's discussion of. rura

lor demand for 1ibra ry scrvice which will firmly estab-

“&n be achieved by promoting tho eoducational functions
ix llbmrlos. Purul librrricns must use nll mediz of
:Tm&u‘ncntlon - films, phonographs, radio, books, ctec.

;}; order to scrve the 72=-74% of the rural populcotion
®ich is now without 11br ry scrvice. A shelf of

Y hool of tho University of Chicogo held August 23-28th

i
library sorvise in Tennessecs. The croation of o popu-

Hsh library financicl support, Miss Rothrock belioves,




zmoks in o country stor: is o simpl: cnd primary
step in developing rurnl libroricss
w2

The libreary's role in a community which reflects
ﬂw pressure of a world at war was illustrated by
+w=cct1V1ty of the Detroit Public Library in the
pmﬂnt race riots. The Detroit library issued a book
1ist with pertinent excerpts from authoritative books
n the suchct of racial characteristics. In this
pstence the library did not "take sides" on a contro-
vcralﬂl issue; it published the facts so that intel-
ligent citizens could think for themselves. The ‘
Netroit library roceived so many requests for its
book list from such varisd groups as industrial execcu-
_tives and labor union members, that the library's
“action and the success of that action are boyond
wquestione

Mr. Stophen Carcy, whose topic was 'Tho School -
Goes to War,' pointed out that librarians should aid-
adolescents in answoring questions of most importance
- to themseclves, whether or not these questions relate
to the school curriculum. Such an attitudo might
~well be taken toward all library users. Our chang- .
ing lives bring about incrcasing noceds; more people
.ere affected by economic and social influences.
_Education outside the classroom, in which the public
library has a vitel part, must bc broad encugh to
meet the personal lacLs or maladjustments of individe
uals, ) "

The practical means by which o library can ful-
fill its educotional function were cmphasiged by -
¥r. Lowell Mertin and Mr. Russell Munn. Mr. Martin,
‘who spoke on 'Community Analysis for the Librery,!'
pointed out that a thorough knowledgo of the region
served is essential for good librarianship. Such
mowlcdge includes everything from the number ond .
kind of churches and how many membors they have to
the location of neighborhood stores and transporta-
tion facilities. Mr. Munn, who talkcd obout 'A
Library-Sponsored Community Council,' told how a




cleveland branch library sorved n.s on impartisl
neeting ground for discussion and promotion of things
of interest to the neighborhood's politicel, economic
end social well-being. In such & way a library can
sponsor democracy more immediately at home.

Tt is not possible to cover in detail the stimu-
lating ideas brought out by the Institute, Mr. Leon
carnovsky, in his swwary of the week's discussion,
however, suggested the most significent points.

These are as follows:: '

]. The basis for a sound democracy 1is popular edu=
cation.

the direction of popular education.

center of the community. . JENERERAE
The librory may &lso serve es the intellectual -
leader of the cormunity. R ST

issues. The librery can. identify and clerify -
sssues and stand for truth ageinst error. '

through:

a. Book selsction

b. Publicizing of certain books:

c. Sponsorship of forums on concrete local
issues os well as issues of world-wide
importance

d. Organization of discussion groups

e. Orgonization of cormmunity councils V
. Corrying influence of library outside the
librery walls by teking books to people..
7. The library mey serve as o focal point for com-
mnity edult education. U LI e
8. There is no distinctive pattern for the rural
sections of the United Stntes. Lo
9. The Var has brought chenges in cducation methods.
The library, for exsmple, can balance the unbal -
- anced high school educntion. . e
10, The librery sheuld lot the pcople know the facts
by combating sensetional and spectocular news or
rumors " : . .

The library's most significent contribution is in

The library mey well serve as on intellectual .

Education moy. be conceived of in concrete specific

The library mey exert meny methods‘ofyleudershiéi g 
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OUR BORRCULRS SAY

The Library Commission coxtends its scrvice to
~111w31dents of West Virginia. If you live in o
mﬂltbuu has o public library ask your librorimn
o write us for the books you need. Inter~11brarv
ocns oare for cne month.

If you arc helping to sponsor & club librory
ou mey request o "traveling librery," o box of books
mich mey bo kept throe months. I

ic
i

If you live rway from eny public 11bra
write us dirsctly. Books are sent by mail t
unls for one monthe |

v
di

t A ()
’1 '

ce
d

nyt‘—-s-m-t

The Library Commission is a stato depnrizsm
supported by public funds. It is your library and
ﬂ;anlte you to mnkc full use of 1ts serv*cus.,]»r*

Our borrowers soy:

Frirmont - "Our demands arc increasing for the many.
different types of books end as we never iirs to
turn cnyone away but endeavor ‘'to hevo the right

-y

Commission at Dorwuntom. cnd the State folilzze
here to help us out. '

I@Tluburg "we thank you for sending such = ST

read."

Burlington - "I think this 1end1ng 11brnr?“”s "fwonder~

ful thing for rural people who do rot Eﬁf”'f 2
opportunity of a public library." - B

Yestmoroland Community, Huntington, - "Thozx
sending © most interesting assortment ol
I am sure they will be greatly endovc“?;
recders during the next threec months.”

book ot the right time' we just could ncT oo apyf@w V
way near rosponding if we did not heve ;&¢ wibrary oo

- sTia
ssortment. Many of the books erc alreedy Z=ing




clerksburg - "The books you sent are rcceived. Thanlks
for lending them to us. Vill you now pleasc send
any books you hove in thet would be interesting
reading for the Lodies Home liisslonary Society?"

reyser - 'The nice selecticn of books come yesterday
“end wo put them on the shelves immedintely. They
wore going out fast when I left. Ve epprecicte

your help."

gend Fork - "My 4-H club wishes to sponsor 2 service
project for tho cormunity end have decided to |
orgonizo an odult reading circle cmong the patrons.
of the school. Will you please advise us about . .
~ securing books for our project?” i

WHEAT BOOX TO BUY?

Are you puzzled about vwhot books to ordor for .
your public library? Tho smeller the budget the
greater cere should be excrcisced in choosing books
for purchase. Every book added should be approved -
by Some relicble source. Therc cro book selocting
aids available which you should have to consulte. .

‘v

A standard guide for the selection of current =
books is The Booklist, published semimenthly by
The Americon Library Association, 520 North ¥ichigan .
Avenue, Chicago, Ill., 83,00 a year. Annotations -
are given ag well as clessification numbers and
subject headings. Over 100 books are described in

each issuees -, 7

The Wilson Librory Bulletin, published by the
H. W. Wilson Company, 958 Tniversity Avenus, New York,
He Y., ot $1.00 & year is & "required” periodical
in public libraries. You will enjoy the srticles
sbout Book VWeok, suggestions for postor, exhibit and
publicity ventures, notes of libraries and of books
and &uthorsy -
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The spocinrl section, "Readers Choice of Best
ooks", which is & part of each issue of the Bulletin
'm%mosts meny good books for purchase. The September
~nd October copics of this section are sent you with
pis issue of the Library Lookout as o semplc. Please
exemine them ond scc for yourself that for this sec-
‘tion nlone the ¥ilson Librory Bulletin would be o real

ﬁwlp to you in your worko

The cerpenter nceds o hammer, the scomstress o
peedle ond you nsed the tools of your tronde. Secure
'ibr your 11brar1mn some book selection tools.

THANKS TO V.B.C.

That men in the. services arc enjoying the books ...
“you contributod to the Victory Book Campnign is
vident in lotters rcceived by Miss E. Leonore Whltc,.
Charleston, state dlrector of the cempeign. Here ore

- some excorpts:

USS Cebot, Flset Post office,
Mow Y¢rk City, New York .

¥iss E. Leonore Whlte, Dlrector,
Victory Book Ccmprign, ‘
Konowhe, County Public Library,
Chorleston, W. Vo,

Dear Friend:

Just & ‘note today on beh&lf of all —
honds aboard this ship to thank you for the
beoks you collected at the tlme of the
Victory Book Cumpalgne ' e

A portion of the books collected by _
your unit made their way to this ship end
are being greatly enjoyed by all handse.

This will lot you Ymow that your assist-
ance in this project was not in vain and

£ A FEERES S WD R
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. rhot it is being utilized to the utter-
nost . ) :
Cordially yours, |
| (Signed) ?
3 RODERIC LEZE SMITH, . %
| Chaplain, USS Cabot ;
? " rom Fort Bragg, Jorth Carolina; i
| "These books will be divided among the |
13breries at the five service clubs on this - |
post in a manncr which will insure that the : !
greatest possible number of enlisted men will
be eble to enjoy them. ‘ R
The work of you and your commifféé?iéfvy
greatlyapprecig_tgd o = : U SRR AT
Very truly yours,
| (Signead) U
° V. }¥. ROBERTSON .
] ‘ Moajor, Infentry e
- Chief, Special Serviece = = "o
T Bronch" PR R e e P e i
“From The Station Hospital, Cemp Butner, W. C.: i
“In bohelf of the patients of the Station. |
Hospital, I wish to expressimy.sincere.apprOa g; _ s

ciation for your kindness and efforts to aid
the recreational facilities of the Station
Hospital, Camp Butner, North Corolina.

"~ Yours vory truly,
(Signed) .
J. 1. BLACKWELL,
Captein, M A C (AUS)
Adjutent, Hospitel
Branch"

St |
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prom The USO, St. Albans, V. Vee.: ’

"Moy I take thls ooportunity to tell you
how much the Vier Industry workers and their
families in this vicinity are appreciating
and enjoying the books which you sent us last
week.

T A Certainly the Victory Book Compeign has
A been & success, and I fael that those who

| contributed so gencrously to it in your erea,

TR s will be héppy to know that their gnner051ty
Sa T is glVlng rmuch plewsurc to otherie ‘

ST i On bohelf of .21l the peoplo who nre. usmg
O the USO Club here in St. Albons, MY I,ugaln o
thank you for the book whlcn.wo have recelvoda

Slncerely yours -

(Slgned) e
M. Clare lMeComn -
Dlrnctor 4

SOLDIPR OI NAF UVB? RuﬂD

Blkins in the hohrt of the Xest Vlrglnla o
Yaneuver Arce offers roading facilities to soldiers
hoving leisure time through the little public :
library sponsored by the local Woman's Club. The
- library occupies o front room on the ground floor,j
of the Y,M.C.h. building where the soldiers come to
swim so 1t 1s 3 h“ndy place for them to stop and
rzad, S ‘ . B L e

les Ellzabuth Ra ; tho 11brarimn,
during o recent visit thet the men ofton” Slt allﬁw,
evening rending. Sometimes they " camp” by her desk
“and visit os she checks out books to rogulnr bor=

rowers, They arc as privileged to borrow bOOPS as
residentse. '
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The Library sponsors & tablc of gift books ond
egazines which the soldiers are free to carry owoy
‘u)tbblr tent barracks ond to pass ¢ 10ﬂr to others
ito read. Tables equipped with paoﬁr end ink invito
re men to use the library for writing lefters ond
sh troys suegest that smoking is permitted.

tajor Joseph J. Johnston, Ordnance Speeial

gervice Officer, of the Directors Peodquwrters,

Ty VO Naneuv:r Lrea, XIII Corps, Elkins, advises

‘ug that troops from the . Vo, Lencuver Arec ot the
present time ars operdating in Preston, Tucker, Grant,
pendloton and Randolph Ccunties. Elkins is the hoadw
quarters for the area and other towms in which men =
‘spend their leisure time are Davis, Themes, Pursons, o

Fronklin cnd Petersburg.

~GIRL SCOUTS IN LIBRARIES

The Library Commission had as visitors recontly
Yrs. Jomes Re Thomas of Charleston, o regional com= -
pittco woman of Girl Scouts, cnd Miss Katherine
MeCulloch, executive secretory of tho Girl Scouts
“of Monongalin County, Morgentowte Mrs. Thomas ox=
:p lained that the Girl Scout organizoticen has been ,
“asked by the federal government to cxtend their pro-
gram because of the unprecedented need for giving
~young girls something interesting and constructive

to do in the war effort. She is intcrested in
saeiﬂg informotion meterials to help start Girl
“cout Troops placed in oll publlc 11brarlos in
Vest Virginia. - : R

Miss McCulloch hos vory klndly suomltted thms
outline of the Girl Scout program:

"The Public Library cen be o blg source of .
interest and help to every Girl Scout. Follow1ng
the 1ist of requircments for every badge in tho

dtndbook is a list of refaerences necessary to cnrry e
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out the nctivities. Many of these bocks will be
pound on the shelves of your library. That is the
ractical side of it. But we want our girls to

jmow clso the joy and pleosure one con have through
book friends. Books may be trains or ships or
sirplones or coven megic carpets that take you to all
parts of the world to sec stronge sights. A Girl
scout who has made friends with books need never be :
lonely, for her book friends who eat their foed with = |
chop sticks or those who tend the herds on the hills
near our Girl Scout Chelet will be comrades for the

d&y ®

o i R g, TS LR

The Girl Scout program is divided into ten - .. |
different program fields. Under each of these e
fields are badees which can be earned by doing ton
or 15 dlffercqt activities. The Community Life fleld
end the Literature ond Dromatics field lend thom-
selves especially to sorv1ce and- work irn our 1ocal~
libraries. %

uct1v1tles ﬁ&sa’7 shd & xn"LJ Commu.WEV Be dgé"
under the Community Life field, "if ccmnleted satisg= "
factorily will enable 2 Girl Scout to groo tly uo31st
a Librarion in her duties as well s help ecrn o o
badge for the girl. T

Vioys in which a Girl Scout might help at her
Public Library: 1. Assist with o stery hour ot the
. Library, 2. Participote in observance of Book Weeck -+
P Such as meking posters and distributing looflets, .
8. Lecrn nbout different soctions of library end
how to find the book you wont, 4. Mendlng books,
S Cleanlng marked-up books¢‘=~/ :

Call upon the Girl Scouts in your communltye‘
They are alwoys willing to serve."

West Virginia librarions will find work withlfjr
Such youth groups o very important library service. - -




TO GIVE [WAY

Miss Jessie Griffin, Reference Librarian, Vest
yirginia University Librery, mekes this offer to
100kout readers:

"The West Virginie University Library has mony
,unbound duplicato magazines which may be sccured by
_+he libraries in the State for tho cost of trons-
“pnorta tion. This duplicate list is extensive ond

can nct be sent to cach library, but a ny libraries
wishing to toke advantege of this opportunity should
.gend went lists to the Reference Department, cond the
‘requests will be filled in tho order of roceint.
Periodicals in varicus ficlds, aro availoble.

This is more gonerclly truﬁvof“tho titlos indexed in
_the Abridged Renders! Guide.' , ,

copies of The Problems of Lasting Peace by Herbert
Hoover and Hugh Gibson; Doublceday, 1942 for dis-
~tribution to libraries. Just aske :

‘mission arc copies of: ; o o
Imericon Negroes, A Handbook by Ddwin Re Embree.
John Doy, 1942, :
Public Affeirs Pomphlet, "Frooedom from Want, a
World Goal" by Elizeobeth E. HOyto
Quantities of the bosklist called, "Noblllzirg
our Brain Powers'
| Clip shects for Your ewspwPor publlclty, "The
“Public Library, a vitel need."™ ,
) Us.Ss Department of hgrlculture Bullotln No. 1847
Rural lerarj Service." -

DATES IN TYE LIBRARY CALENDAR

October 24 = 30. British Bock Week. o
%ill bo celebrated in public, school and college
librarios. It is sponsored by the Intornational

In meny ceses there are complute volumes and lon g runse

The Library Commission still has & dozon or moro k

£lso free for the asklng ot the lerary Com—, ju ,,H
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Relotions Bonrrd of LeL.A. tc interprst Greot
Britain to the pcople of tho United Stotes. An

oxcollent opportunity for disploys of your books
on Englond and for mectings to discuss thom. It
may wcll serve &s o pottern for similar bock
weoks devotoed to other nations. Scc special
British Beck Yeck n “unb“r of the 4.L.he Bullctin,
October 1943+ Sond for the pockot of display
natoricl from the British Informotien Scrvices,

30 Rockerfeller Plaza, New York City.

fovember 1 - 7. fmoricon Lrt Weeko

ce11 attontion to locol artists cnd croftsmen
by bringing their work before the public.
Exhibit your art boocks in conncctione

Novembzr 7 - 13 Amcricﬁn Eduece ticn'chVa :
Genercl thome is, "Education feor Viectory ", .. =
"In the schools of todey are the votors of to-.
morrow who will decide the peace. Education =
for victory cannot wait. It is o wartime
necessity.“ |

lovember 11 World Government Daye. ~ ' ;
Armistice day is o good time to bring out all
vour bocks on the wdorstanding of demecracy
and good government.

Wovember 14 - 20. Children's Book Weeko
Peatures the theme, "Build the future with Boo?s@
Celebrotes the 25th year of Book VWeck. Library

poriodienls are full of suggestions fer obucr»
vances. Please send the Library Lookout en
ccccunt of whet your librory does to recognize
the wook. Have you bought the attractive -
poster? Costs 25¢ st Book Vieck Headque rte rs,
62 West 45th Strecet, New York, M. Y. fenual of
suggestions is frze ot the somo oddresse i

November 25 Thonksgiving Dayoe T
A truly American holiday. Books help to build
regard for American tradition and 1duﬂlse




ﬂmfmber 25, Christmas Day.

Be prepared to sugrest well recommended gif'ts
for children's bookshelves. How about mal ting ‘
the library a present of The Horn Book? It is !
a magazine published six times a year. Sub-
scription price, $2.50. Address 264 Boylston
Street, Boston. It gives an appraisal of g
books for children. It's another helpful book i
selection tool for the Librarian, |

AVNUAL REPORTS

A table of statistics compiled from "The Public
1ibrary Annual Report to the Vest Virginia Library
commission" is attached. The response to this first
all for an annual report was very gratifying and
we want you to know your GOO”Grﬂt1On is much eppreci-
ptedo ' L

You will find this statlstlcal accountlng worthf
somg study; not only to determine the place your ,
library fills in state«w1de~llbrary service but also
to compare it with the standard scale as given. It
will be well for every library to set & goal for im=
provement this year and then to work herd to accom=
plish it.

Many libaries included some verv worth while
news in the space "Report of Progress". Some notes
were: Securing new Sh01V1ﬁ5, nevwr furniture, moving
into more spacious quarters, lengthening hours, start-
ing a card catalog system, 1mprovemont in class of ’
books circulated, roises in salaries and securing
first a.proprlatlons‘from the town board. C

In addition to getting the annual report form,
The Library Commission also received mimcographed
Copies of narrative reports from librariens ot
Mmtington, Kenawah County, Ohio County and Marion
County. Such well written annual statoments to the
Public are a voluable way to report achisvemsnt and
to ‘indicate nceds and future ObJOCthPSe




