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40 will not hove the opportunity to oxchange idens

LIBRARY LOOKOUT

Tssuad: Quarterly By The West Virginia
Library Commission

-

STATE MEETING

The Executive Board of tho West Virginia Li-f-_

brary Association has votod not to hold the 1942 |

moating of the Associetion which was scheduled
rontotively - for Jacksonts Mill tho woek-ond of
Soptember 26+ The decision wos mede  Dbecause of o
tronsportation problems arising out of the war sitw-
untion, The news comes 08 & ereat disappointment,’
end it is hoped that in 1943 conditions will have ©
$mproved so as to make it possible for o state .
onvention to be scheduled. ,

BUCK HTLI, FALLS REGIONAL CONFERENCE

In line with ‘the cancelling of meotings of -
large groups boeause of the war crisis, tho Row -
slonal Conference, sloted to bs held ot Buck Hill
Folls, Ponnsylvonia Octobor 22, 23 and 24, has
‘boon postponed indefinitely. Noturaelly, it is - =

0 be regretted that librarians from West VIrg e

tnd opinions with members of the profession from ' .
ernsylvania, Maoryland, New Jersey, Dolawarc and
he District of Columbin, the other states which o
vere to have participated in the Conforence ¢ - Howe

ever, it may be necessary to forego n 11 such meete
ings for "the duration." If this proves to be 80,
1ibrarians will bo obliged to depond entirely up= -

on professional literature cnd correspondence 1in

ir der to ncquire inspiration ond new thoughts for

1?211‘ VjOI‘kf C;erto.inly wo could 21l improve our

5 roaries if we spent more time reading the ALA
Bulletin, Library Journol, ond similar publice-
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g adoptod for our oOwWn uses more of the

¢ions o . ; :
. lansg for improved scrvice printed

wrogressive D
in theme

LIBRARIES AND THE WAR

1ilvavkee Conforence of the Americon

At the ¥ :
$Aibrary Associoation tho Council of +tho Associontion
doptod & statement of library policy in connoete
4ion with this countryts var cffort which every i~ 777
‘prarian in the United Stetes should keop in mind e

‘and around which shope & wolledefined program em-

h juvenilo and adult sorvicose The S
he entire resolution &s e

odying bot
‘Loockout wishes %o quote t
“twas adopted on June 26, 1942.

 "ihe American Library Associatlon believes
“ihat the American people are faced by three prob=-
‘Tems of such dominatimg importance as to demand the
sopcentrated efforts of all agencies. They ere: |

How to make our maximum contribution to
the winning of the war; .

Whether we a5 & nation wish to return to
pre-war conditions or to continue progress.
toward democratic goals;

Whe ther and to what cxtent we want our
country to participate in the organiza-
tion of the world for poacee.

; "The Association therefore recommends thet every
Aibrary give the greatest possible emphasis for the
_ﬁu?ation of the war to those matorisls and sorvices
which will give people the facts and ildoas that will
eneble them to make intelligent decisions on theso
.iiport§nt questionss; and it calls upen its officers
%o assist libraries in carrying out thisg program

with all the means and imagination at their command.
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R | "ibraries must always refrain from telling
o psople what to think. Thoy cannot avoid the re-
sponsibility of helping them to decide what to

think about,"

Thus, the resolution would seem to imply that

1t is the business of libraries to keep completely
ebreast of the current trernd of events and ideas

which is making history at a nace 50 rapid it is

scarcely comprehendible. For many years librapians ...
nave recognized this responsibilivy. Victory de=
mands more than recognition, however, These are = .. .-
times for action., In addition to posscssing as much
meterial as possible at hand and ready for immedi-

ate use, libruries should inspire their patrons to ..o
cvaluate the focts end figures conteined in the books. .|
on their shelves. They. should sponsor book reviews;. ...
zrrenge discussion meetings, end prepore reading ligts
in an effort to throw cdditional light on the wer mo-
‘terinl they provide for the use of the public. R

The United States Information Sorvice was orw.
ganized for the purpose of assembling factual ine o0
- formatione Govermment-doouments arc wholly factual v
in charoctere Hundreds.of our bost writers are un~. . .
earthing facts for public consumption. Thesc are -~
the stock in trode of public librariess, ARE VE '
MAKING THEE MOST OF THEM?

LIBRARY. TRUSTEES

Whethor we know it or not--whether we choose
to believe it or not-~whother wo hove loerned it -
through practical experience or not--librory trus~ o
teces ore the bockbone of public libearics in Amore
ica today. They arc the individunls who work just
as hard or perhaps horder thon the regular staff to
provide good librory servicc for the peoplc of the
community, end they put in their hours without payh
‘The only times their thoughts turn to money ere
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nstall fluorcscent lighting fixturcs in

or when thoy scek cxtra funds in
purchose of childrcn's books, Or
ct o rolsc for yous The public
thet librery boerds cxist. Scldom
their cfforts. The Ameor-
17es the value of M-
n ennual cward

“non they 1
£ho reading rooms,
ype budget for the
whon They try to g
©gparcs ly rc o1izes
4o they receive praisc for
jgon Librory Associction recogn
howWCVGYr, through &

hroary trustces,

jyen to one OF more outstanding rrustces for their

sontributions to 1ibrary developmente The following . . &
relcased ;

£ the Citoetion of Trustces,
quertors August 14, 1942:

15 o portion o
from AeLiaho head

ward of the Jury o Cita-

ot the Milwoukeeo Confeor-
Modisette s

ive the

"The sccond annual &

“$ions of Trustccs WeS made
gnee, June, 1942, The lote Jomos Oiiver
s wnenimously clected by tho jury o recc B
citotion of awarde Mre Nodisette had boen activoe in -
promotion of 1ibrerics in his own stoto since 1926,
and sorved on the Louisiena Librory Commission 0.8

its Chalrman, ond ot the request of the Governor of
his stote hed soted as & onc-men commission during

‘wovornmental reorgonizotion in Louisicnde

j "o first swords of tho Jury werc mado ot the
Boston conference in Junc, 194l Two trusbces were.”
4ﬁClOGt0d by the jury to reccive the citation of
iﬁrit; Rush Burton, Lavonis, Georgie, in recogni«
Son of his enthusinstic support of librory scrvice
which fostored cooperation rosulting in countywide
librery servicc for Fronklin County, ond the othor
to Williew Eo Marcus, Montelsir, New Jerscy. Tho
_g?ry reccgnized Mr. Morcus' unfailing interest in
i;flé librory problems, his willingness to study
_gg;iu problems cnd to work toward the solution of

"ohe third annuel award of the jury will be me.de

“itktho Toronte Confcrence in June,
'f% s thot rocommendotion for trust
~fer outstanding sachicvemonts or

1943, The jury
ecs to be citcd
contributions to
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library dovelopment be sent to the jury " |

How about o fow candidates for this signel hone
or from West Virginio next year? Address correspons ;
donce to Lauranco Je Harwood, Choirman, Jury on Cie
tation of Trustees, Americen Library Association,
520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago.

WIDE~-AWAKE MARION COUNTY

The Public Library of Marion County, hoad-. ]
quartered in Feirmont, is engaging in o diversi- .
fied program of community sorvicc which might be
considercd by & less up-to=date and for-seeing li-
brary entirely cutside the scopo of activity fprflg”w”““”
which it wes originally intendod. e

Mrs. Nell C. Conaway, Librarian, reports that .
in addition to tho comventional routine of loaming . .
books and othor reading mottor, the library in Mor-.
ion County is solling wor stamps and bonds, con= S
ducting classes in wooving ond clay modeling, Spon=
soring & weekly story hour, ond, belicve it or not, ...
transporting 21l of those oxtra-currioculor activie nli D
ties vie bookmobile into the rural arcas of the Counm=
tys The story telling and art projocts arc made o
possible through the cooperation of tho Story Tole . .
lors Leaguo of Fairmont ond tho County Art Contore: ...

The Librory and tho Marion County Council of -
Civilian Defensc ore also working in close COOpeT=
ation in tho dissomination of war informotion moe & -
terial, ' o

Ro¢ontly the Library has cxtonded book service . '
to the children at Comp Bolleire whore undorprivi- e
loged boys and girls arc given vecations thoy would
net ctherwisc recoive,

___ For all these fine projects and others which
will, no doubt, bo undertoken in the future, tho
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‘Library Lookout extends hearty congratulations %o

Ai——_—t

?ﬁ@”@ﬁ%érprigfﬂg staff of the Public Librery of
Marion Countye

EXPANSION £§‘OHIO COUNTY

In addition to the central library and the
bookmobile which twnvels tho length and brcadth
of the County, Ohio County Public Library now
boasts an attractive and very active brench li=
brarye In April of this yeex Warveod Sranch bew
gan to serve the people of thet comaunivy, and,
goccording to Miss Eleanor Hemilton, Tabracian of
the Ohio County system, neither het wosther nor
sumertime leziness con lessen so much az one iota
the pride and enthusiwsm of the putrons in thelir .-
new branche S - S

PAINTING “ORGY" AT ELKINS

To use the exnct words of Miss Anne Dunlap, .
Librarian, Elkins Public Librery, "The Library Staff

has indulged in & perfect orgy of varnishing this - .
sumer, Shelves, furniture esnd, with the help of
the janitor, the floors were done. The result of: cn
the work has been greatly praiseds" Miss Dunlap al-
so reports that the Wor Information Service at Ble .

king has been devoloped cxtonsivolys More matorial

is needed, howover, and she would approciate recelv- .
ing ony worth-while duplicatc pamphlots from other .. ..
libraries. R

RETHANY COLLEGE NOTES

Eo Hugh Bohymér, Librarian at Bothany Collego,
and hig staff roport considorable unctivity this
swmor, In addition to taking corc of regulor sum-
mer school work, he reports that the Library has
been rodecorated, and thot the Litorature Collece
tion hos beon recataloged and reclassificd. For
this underteking the reviscd scheme developed by

fiss Bdith Morkloy, University of Alnbamn, ond used




u?m

in tho Howard Tilton Memorial Library at mulane
Univorsity, was cmployeds

Robert Martin, A.B. Bothany Collego, ro-
ceived & BaSs in LaSe from the Library School of
the George Peabody Collcge for Teachors this year
and has recently sccepted 2 position in the Library
of the University of New Hampshire where he will be
nead of the Circulation Dopartmente S -

FROM THE EASTERN PANHANDLE

 fThe Shepherdstown Public Library celebrated -
July 4 with a special flag display which featured .,
~ the colorful.cover {1lustrations of "0ld Glory" -
prought out rocently by the 300-odd mogazines -
which participated in the flag contost sponsored
by the Nationnl Publishers and United Flog Associa-
tions. R

August 25 ond 26 the Librory sponsored en oert
oxhibit and studio tod at Erwin Cottage, the homo of <
Miss Addio Ircland, prominent West Virginia paintere ...
Miss Ireland®s paintings wore exhibited. o

"BOOK HOUR" AT WEST LIBERTY

A series of monthly student book reviews called
the "Book Hour" hove proved vory popular ond caused - -
much favorable commont at West Liborty Stote Toach=
ers College during tho summer months. Toa is served
to thosc inm attendance, and it is plamnned to continue
the programs during the fall. e

The Library also intends to continuc issuing =
& monthly bullotin vw:ich sdvertises its services

and announces some of the morc important books added
to the collection during the monthe. The project

- Was begun o year Og0e
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WPA AND THE WAR

The Commission has recently been notified of the
appointmert of Mrs. Elsa Vaught to the position of
Assistent Stato Supervisor of the Wer Information
Phose of the M.P.hes War Service Projescte MNo doubt
meny librarions in the Stote know Mrs. Vaught and
are fomiliar with the work she is supervising. If
not, her nome should be added to your directory of .
sndividuals who ore active in the "all out™ program
to develop librory service in Wost Virginia. e
Through Mrs. Vaught tho Commission has been able
to scourc o limited supply of "Instruction Sheots,”
compiled by hor for the use of hor workers in the de- .
velopment of the very importont war phase of libroary .
activitys Write To the Commission for this free me-.
terinls It will prove helpfuls

One of Mrs. Vaught's most timely projects at pre-
sont is the nssembling of exhibits on such subjocts
as consumor oducation, opportunities in the armed for-
ces, health, ond nutrition. These oxhiblts are being .
prepared with the assistonce of tho W.P.A. Crafits and’
Visunl Aids Project for use in the asgency's War Infor=.
motion Centers in the State.

MASON COUNTY LIBRARY NOTES

Mason County Library, under the suporvision of
the Work Projects Administration, War Service Project,
is concentroting its cotivities on war services. It
ig planned to continue the vital work for "the dura-
tion," The library is featuring the two’ hundred toch-
nical books loaned te it by W.P.A. Also, it is coll-
ing to the attention of borrowers the mokerial it pose
sesses on defense on the "home front"--pamphlets,
newspaper c¢lippings, and books which treat of consumer
education, nutrition, health and many similar subjects
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Hew régistrants from the numerous trailer camps
in the vicinity of Pdint Pleasant are increasing cir=
culation at the library.

A frequently-revised list of available rooming

and boarding places is being used extensively by in-
dividuals and families who have recently moved into
the area to work in the war indusitries. Thus it
would seem that Mason County Library is a shining ex- .

emple of a public institution which has adapted its . -
resources to play an important role in the wimming of;z
the wars

VEST vmemm UNIVERSITY NOTES

Boginning August 1 of thls year, ﬁhe‘West Virn
ginia University Library will sorve as a depository '
for all the printed cards issued by the Library of
Congresse. It is the only such depository in the State.

Any West Virginia library interested in acquiring
free copios of American Foreign Poliéy in Coanadian Re=
lotions, by J.M. Callonon, Maanillan, 1947, and ’ﬁroM-
ceedings in Statuary Hall and the Senate and Houso ©OF -
Represontatives upon tho unveiling, rcception ond ac-fﬁ
ceptance from the Jtnto of West Virginia of tho statue -
of Governor Franmeis Hmrrison Piorpont, Gov't print.
off ., 1910, should addrcss o roquest to WP Kbll&ﬁ,
Librarien, Wost Virginia University, No¢gantown.

THE SCORE IN WEST VIRGINIA

A recont Amcricen Library Association roport
dealing with the public library situntion in the sov=




.‘erja.l stetes reveals +the following figures for Wost
yirginio:

1, Nineteon Countics entirely without service.

' 1,010,452 persons with no public library read-
Tng opportunities.

5, Seven cents por capite for librory support |
gach yonrTe e : ERE A

4, Tio with Texas for 42nd placc in the ratingJof
library sorvice by stotes. L

The illustration on the cover of the ‘curromt
1ssue of tho Lookout represents the Clarksburg Pub~
lic Library, in our opinion one of the most attroc-
tive in tho State. IR R




